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The Penny Magazine – Supplement 
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The 1841 article begins: 

 

“The cutting of a piece of stone, and bringing it to a form and appearance adapted to the 

purposes of the builder, are operations which, until the last few years, have undergone but 

a very slight amount of change.  The pickaxe at the quarry, and the saw and chisel at the 

mason’s yard, have probably for ages been the instruments by which these operations 

have been conducted; and, indeed, so far as regards the common building-stones, the 

same remark may be made in our own day.  The more costly kind of stone, to which we 

give the name of marble, and which, from its nature, is susceptible to a high and durable 

polish, requires for its due preparation an amount of labour far exceeding that which is 

customarily bestowed upon the commoner kinds of stone….” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This article, which begins on the next page, 

is presented on the Stone Quarries and Beyond web site. 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/ 
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(engraving caption)  “Show-room of the London Marble Working Company, Esher Street, 

Millbank, Westminster.” (circa 1841) 



 



 



 

(engraving above)  Large Marble Sawing Machine circa 1841 



 

(engraving above)  “Ripping-bed” used to cut marble into small pieces of various shapes circa 1841. 



 

(engravings above)  (left)  Small Circular Marble Cutter; (right) A “Moulding-bed” circa 1841 



 

(engravings above)  (left) A Marble “Grinding-bed” used for grinding (polishing) large, flat 

surfaces of marble; (right) A Circular Grinding-bed used to grind marble circa 1841 



 

(engraving above)  Polishing-Machine, or “Polishing-bed” used to polish marble circa 1841 


