
 

 

 

 

 

 

“Boring Blast Holes with a Diamond Drill” 
 

By W. R. Austin, Hutton Building, Spokane, Washington 
 

Mine and Quarry Magazine 
Sullivan Equipment Company, Chicago, Illinois, April 1914, pp. 810-811 

 

 
Excerpts from the article: 

 

“It is seldom, nowadays, that diamond core drills are employed for any but their 

legitimate purposes, namely mineral prospecting and test drilling, in which the core 

recovered is all-important.  Occasionally they are used for special purposes, such as that 

of tapping bodies of water under pressure in mines.  Thirty years ago diamond drill 

gadders and channelers were considered the most satisfactory means of quarrying marble, 

but the increase in cost of black diamonds since that time has precluded any regular use 

that does not utilize the core records. 

 

“The drilling of deep blast holes in a quarry by this means…sounds familiar with 

excavation methods and costs.  But that is just the work for which the Hercules Sandstone 

Company is using a diamond drill at Tenino, Washington….” 

 

 

 

 

This article, which begins on the next page, 

is presented on the Stone Quarries and Beyond web site. 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/ 
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(photo captions)  “Sullivan Diamond Drill at Tenino” (Washington) & “Hercules Quarry after a blast.” 

  



 
 


