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The article begins: 

 

“Owing to the immense variety of our stone deposits, and their wide distribution, it is 

generally found that it does not pay to work a quarry unless it is close to railroad 

transportation.  A large proportion of our quarries have switches running from the main 

track of a railroad directly to the pit whence the stone is taken, so that the output can be 

loaded directly into the cars with the minimum of handling and expense.  Occasionally it 

is found, however, that certain quarries will pay for operation when there are few 

facilities for transportation.  There may be anywhere from one to ten miles that the stone 

has to be hauled before a shipping point is reached.  This cuts very deep into the margin 

of profit.  One granite quarry in the South that occurs to mind gets out a high grade of 

monumental stock.  This has to be hauled six miles to a railroad, and formerly mule 

teams were used for the purpose.  The company has recently installed a traction engine 

with excellent results….” 

 

 

 

 

This article, which begins on the next page, 

is presented on the Stone Quarries and Beyond web site. 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/ 
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