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[View of Portland, from Sandsfoot Castle.]

A WEEK IN THE ISLE OF PORTLAND IN 1837.
[¥From & Cormepondent.]

Destrovus of enjoying a little relaxation from the bu-
siness and bustle of London, I resolved, in the month of
June last, to go down to Dorsetshire, and spend a few
days in the L.le of Portland. “ Portland stone ” was a
mijectofwmeintereutome; I saw it daily as1
St Puul’s, or crossed Blackfriars Brid while the ex-
teusive repairs rendered necessary in the latter structure
(Penny Mag , No. 275), drew my attention still more
strong'y towards the nature and commercial history of a
material, which enters largely into the composition of
maay of the public edifices of the m lis which were
built immediately after the great fire of London. Such
of your readers as may glance at a map—say, the Society’s
map of the western part of England—will remark
the I:le of Portland seems to be in shape not unlike a
breast of mutton suspended from the mainland by a
string.  This is rather an odd sort of comparison ; but it
iz, 1 think, a very fair oue, bearing in mind that a map
exhibits only a flat surface. Old writers affirm that
Portland was once separated from the coast of Dorset-
shire, and that it was, therefore, really an island: but
now it u‘ joined \'Ilb’ & ridge which I have likened to0 a

OL. .

ﬁng&n{tilulledtheChﬂB‘nk,md an extreordi-
pary itis. Its surface or upper portion is com-
ged of rounded loose pebbles, resting on blue clay.
m the northern extremity of the I:le of Portland it
runs along the coast of Dorsetshire, separated from it by
u narrow channel or arm of the sea, to near Abbotsbury,
ten miles from Portland ; it then joins the land, and
forms the outline of the Dorset coast, from Abbotsh
to near Bridport, a distance of about six mjles. Chesil
Bank is in some places about a quarter of a mile broad,
but its breadth is much Mr. Smeaton, the
engineer of Eddystone Lighthouse, thought it had been
formed at a comparatively recent period : *“ but it is very
difficult to account satisfactorily either for its first forma-
tion or its continued existence. There is a similar and
still more extensive ridge, bounding the Frische Haf, on
the coast of Prussia.”* -
Weymouth has been already described in the ¢ Penny
Magazine* (vol. vi.,, No. 321) ; I shall only, therefore,
remark, that the bay between it and the Isle is called
Portland Road ; and that it is this bay which in the
wood-cut above is ted as lying between Sandsfoot
Castle and Ponm Castle (old spelling,
* M‘Cullo-h's * Statistica Account of the Brirish Empire,” vol.i.,
p. 64, Dunho,th'l’unyCydnpodh.’uﬁdoDou!m
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San s Foote) was built by Henry VIIT. Tt is now,
wood-cut represents it, a ruin. 'l'hemnllpwnh
from Weymouth to Portland is b Sz_;gdsfo& c,::h m:}
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a penuy, he is rowed across the  Fleet ™ fo’
Bank.  Here he may remark the nature of
ious rid, The pebbles by which it is covered
d of four, five, and six feet, arc chiefly of o
caleareous spar (these are called Portland pebbles),
of quartz, chert, jasper, &c., so loose that a
egs ¥ink almost knee-deep at every step. The
pes on the one udamud}hnwn,nd
towards the narrow inlet of the Fleet;
towards
Dorset coust the ston
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l'w. in the time of James
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walls of yas the height of sbour
sixty feet, scene is now & beautiful one : blocks of
&tone #s large as good-sized rooms lie tumbled sbout 1n

the most picturesque coufusion—white intermingled with
thades of yellow, grey, and red ; and esormous
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try ions, where visitors are treated with a
almost on the footing of friends. And though the ian

hotel, it has,

nevertheless, its reputation.  George III., during his
visits to W | h&quﬂm«mkhwofdn'

f Portland ; and on those occasions he made the
“Portland Arms” his hud-qun% and used to finish

failed to order this pudding, in hon-

. She b:’]uentbed the recipe to her

the present landlady ; and though the pudding
ordered by the humblest visitor, the honour
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which another royal
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