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THE INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS OF THE SOUTH.

By J. I Kineeenew,

Taune are two kinds of provincialism. The old swagger
and boastful spirit of the South, the claim to superior conr-
age, virtue and refluement, was fairly tyvieal of one kind,
If the Chinaman, who neither goes abrond nor invites the
steanger to sojourn within his gates, has his pecaliar form
of provincialism, so has the man of the highest civilization,
Inrge ealture and information, who ignores the progrees of
thoso he considers beneath his notice and searcely worthy
of study. The greater wealth, oulture and civilization—
thoe more advanced stage of progress—of tha Northern peo-
ple may be admitted ; but they are 20 profoundly busied
with n self-contemplation which closely resembles the nom-
bril studies of the Eastern sect of nmbilical philosophors,

that they continnally ignora the marvelons strides of tho
peoplo of the South, and appear to be unmindfal that a
step in progress mude by one part is a step by all.  Only
the progress of older communities, and of civilizationa
deemed yot higher than their own, engages their attention,
As Von Moltke dismissod the Amerioan war with the con-
temptuous remark that it was searcely worth while for a
general to study the movemonts of wobs, the people of
tho North decline even to study as a ocurious problem tho
progresa of a portion of the United States, known as the
Sonth. If they are for & moment withdrawn from self-con-
templation, it is to study and seck gnidance and knowledgs
of human progress from England, France and Germany,
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It may be granted that the North can learn bat little of
practical value from the Sonth as to lines of hinman pro-
gresa ;3 bub there is elosely nkin to s high form
of provineialism in ignoranes of the socinl, moral and in-
dustrial condition of the old slave States, which is in
marked contrast with tho genoral knowledge the Southern
poopla of almost nll that pertuina to the North,
Whits Northorn peoplo nre traveling in Europe, and
studying Enropean progress and civilization, the peopls of
the South are anxionaly studying tho principles of muterial
progress which have conferred wealth and independence
on the Nortlh.

If not now, it must be admitted in coming years, that
few statesmen and few philosophera have reported from
the North to the Northern publie upon the condition of
the South, at a time when practical legislation and a deter-
mination to deal with the subject, with or without know-
ladge, made such roports of peculiar practieal importance.

The South has made tremendous strides since the war,
unparalleiod in the history of sny coantry. Tho term
“South ™ is nsed as a mere convenient designation, al-
thongh it has lost its seotional significance, The old
swagger and boasting, the claim of superiority, early gave
way to an injured air, endurablo as a way to a better frame
of mind, The sueceeding apologetio phase, in whioh apol-
ogy was vailed beneath a lofty protestation of independ-
ence, followed a sullen secaptance of the inevitable ; at
present the Southern people are in a most excellent framo
of mind, Inboring earnestly and hopefully, stndying closely
tha principles of progress elsewhere, adopting methods
without servile imitation, but with a clear perception, in
goneral, of adaptation to their own wants mnd necessities.
Boasting no longer of superiority, they appear to possess
tho calm confldence of o people conseions, at last, both of
their own strength and shorteomings—of n people who
porodvothemad to true greatness, and are pursaing it

quietly, neither mnﬂngthemnlvummnnh.wyet
stopping either to revilo others or to beg pardon of

world for being aliva, True, thera dilllouilelcnuuh
in excass, avil slements which longdls‘turbnodm

but the intelligence and iuflnence hwhmtzoltlwgeu
eral line of progress aro the measuro by whiok a people
must bo estimatod. Whnhubnn&ono spita of ob-
stacles, is the real question,

Thays been spoaking of the white people. The negro has
passed throngh several stages, from infuntilo dependence
to fooliah juvenile self-assertion. Ha hus made sabstan-
tial progress, and appears to be confilontly holding his
futurs in his own hands, having learned to kuow that he
will guin that for which Le shows capacity, Ha, too, is
entitled to be judged, not by the dense ignorance of the
masses, but by the character of the ndvanced guard ; where
that has gones, he can follow. As to his future, I confess
that I have passad from disbeliof, through doubt, to confl-
dent reliance on his progressive powers.

This muoh preliminary to o brief sketch of material
progress in the South. Some points in the past must,
however, be first noticed. It is necessary to look back to
a period just before the war $o find o promise of that devel-
opment which might otherwise be the result of temporary
pressure apon a flelde and mereurinl people, kely to re-
Iapse into indolence when pressnre is removed. 'The
people of tha South wers becoming, just befora the war,

profoundly impressed with the nescssity for s new pro- | beyond

gross, which partly graw out of a half-consciousness that
the seeming splendor and greatnesa of slavary was mere
empty sham, Their commereial conventions, the study of
political economy by a fow abls mon, their bright dreams
of direct comuerce, and g splendid manufacturing and

commercial fature, aro only valnably as they show a per-
ception of their own Mtlu.thonpmitumdw-
ties of the country and its natural advantages. So long
us sluvory existed, these wero but dreams, impossibls of
realization ; but statiatics of mannfacturing and railway de-
volopmnhlmbhtﬂuymdohmho&.undmlyhﬂed
to sea that suoh development as they sought was incom-
patible with slavery, Considering the existence of that
system, thoy made really rapid strides for a sparsely sot-
tiod agricultural country, A decline was already falling
upon the seeming glory of the South, recoguized by such
men as Dobow, and they sought the right means to the
mmody.nmptthdtboycﬁdnotn‘thdthonmm
townrd the applieation of the remedy was the abolition of
sluvery—not an oversight, when it is reflected that no
people can, of themselves. loosen so vast an evil when it is
80 great an interest,

Shvoryhndpmpnm!thm to a greater development,
but it Was not possible for slave-owners to know that it
had performed its mission. Those dreams of
wore ab least the kindling of a light never extinguished,
und they aro valuable ne they show that the spirit snd the
pereaption of the way to progross are not a new growth.

The first truly great swakening of tho Sonthern people
was, howeyer, in the war, The marble statue, when first
imbuoed with life, power and conseionsness, was not more
profoundly astonished at ita own new powers than the
people of the South when they first awoke to a conscionse
ness of their own superhuman energy. For a dash they
were preparod—to pursne a flying foo they entered the
war ; that the knight of the swagger, the bowie and tho
pistol would chuse the Yankee over the border, they looked
for ; they were preparved for a holidsy juunt; they awoks
to terrible reality, and rose at ones to meet if, nstonished
nt their own powers, The difienlty with the North was
to bring her resources to bear, and to indnce her people
to feel that they wers necesanry ; the South had to create
them, Out off from nll the world, the indunstrial energy
and jndgment displayed excellod oven the military power,
and had profounder influsnee on the after progress of the
South. Having nothing, they had to provide themselves
with everything—elothing, munitions of war, provisions,
every artiele of nocossity or luxury ; and these were nearly
all ut home, comparatively little bronght from
abroad. All this dimppeared with the close of the war,
drowned in lost hopes, depressed spirits, rnined fortunes,
destroyed labor system ; but a perception of powers, ones
gained, is pevor lost. The frctories were clased, and for 2
momant there was a disposition to return to the old lifo of
Inxury and ense, to look sgain to the North for almost
overything wsod or manufactured. The conditions which

i that indolent relinnece on others, that hand-to-
hand sort of life, had been destroyed with slavery ; the
industrinl and military enorgy displayed became useful to
 paople confronted with new conditions and environed by
new dificultios and new duties, They have gradoally been
able to read themselves in the results of those four years
of tremendons encrgy, The dreams of the decade from
1850 to 1800, and tho realities of the four years of war,
have been of tromendous eonsequence to the Southern
peopla, in guiding them to a now dovelopment.

Let it be remembered that in a sparsely settled conntry,
possessing little of permasnont and established industry

agrionlture, a splendid sham collapsed with slavery
ub the close of the war, Whils not u loss to the South to
be subtracted from its wealth, emancipation was
o diroet loss to overy individual slaveowner ; and, to a
certain extent, ench a calumity ns would befall & country
which owed several millions of bonds to its own citizens,
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if they should be at once repndiated. The gain to the
tax-payera would balanos the sctual pecuniary loss to the
bandholders, but the netaul loss to the country would be
irreparable. It only differed from thut case in this : the
negro could go to-work almast ns efficiently, and very soon
more s0—the bond could nok. It was such a sudden ehange
of ownership as alwuys works great confusion, disorder
and real loss to the communily in the destroyed efficioncy
o!nhmoclus—ﬂmshvo—ovnon.inthhbu& The tem-
porary of the emancipated slave must also
ba considerod. Add to this the losses of war, the disor-
ganization, tho edncation in vice and disorder, and it will
be nllowed that many yenrs of labor must have been mere
proparation—maera adaptation to now conditions, Ib must
alao be that the progress made has been aftained
by tha elenr judgment and great elforts of the live few,
dragging the many along with them, snd leaving still a
large fossil class wiho will die without ever understanding
the new environment under which they nre living mnd
laboring. But in this the South does not differ from other
conntries.

In estimating the progress made, wo must allow that
millions of slaves—freed slaves—and plantation-owners,
compelled to learn life over, and suddenly deprived of a
large amoust of property—a poople defeated, paralyzed
by losses in war, society disorganiged, labor let out of
boudage to revel in néw-foand freedom, sre not conditions
favorable to progress on the part of either rnce, Buch is
not even the chaos of which social and indastrinl forms are
readily orystallized, If order, increased production, sub-
stantial  progress .and prosperity have, within fifteen
years, proceeded from this chacs, the fact argues extraor-
dinury tenacity, sagocity and adaptation on tho part of
botl: ruces. What secmed to have been obstacles, have
doubtless in many cases proved aids in reality, as incen-
tives to exertion ; but it requives bruins, resolution aud en-
ergy thus to turn adversity to acconnt, and make unto-
ward circamatances rounds in the ladder to success,

It is only necessary to present o fow genoral statistics to
give a cursory view of the substantinl rress of the past
fiffoen yearsz. The cotten orop of 1870 is estimated at
5,757,397 DLales, while that of 1880 is expected to reach
6,000,000 bales, The best return from slavery was 4,823,770 | and
bales. Thoe lowest point to which war reduced pesce pro-
duotion was 2,228,987 bales, in 1863-0, whence tha pro-
groas was continnons to 1879,

Soclety eannof hbatmeumnymd idle, industrions
and wasteful. Thic resalt argues energy and thrift in all
classos, althongh we may allow to all classes u still too
1wige proportion of unthrift and waut of o on of
tha apirit which animates the majority, common
charge that the Southern whites, aducated by slavery, sre
cross-road lonfers, whittling, whisky-drinking, quuuling
and fighting, killing, maiming or mutilating negroes for
wﬁmo.kntﬁoﬂyhmmpﬁbhwkhthonnmlbinﬁ:h
one staple. To produce such results, both races must
havo bsen ot work and in substantisl hamony,withvery
slight meeantagonism, This, however, is but a single
product, and, fo a farsceing student, must appenr the
least hopefnl sign, ;

Without burdening with statisticnl details an articla in-
tended to give a general glancs at the condition of the whole
South, tha records of the coming census will show n sim-
ilar increase in wheat, corn, tobaoco, live stock, all the
products of the farm, the orchard and the garden. The
most promising sign is, that with the exception of cotton,
tobaeco, rice and sugar, in which there is a vory large in-
crease, the rest are nearly all, so far us general prodaotion
iz concerned, new, nnd most of them entirely o, The di-

versified character of produetion, the combination
mp,hnpultym whhhndstyh_beuniu

to provido themselves with those things they
money nor oredit to buy ; in doing so they found largely
sugmented savings and increased profita,  As farming grow
to be more profitable, manufacturing began to find a surplns
of food to sustain lubaor, and industry was thus sdded to in-
dustry, Men, cast adrift from old conditions and means
of easy subsistanes by the war, began to look around for
means of employing their hands or theiremall capital, and
thoy found it in tho necessitics of every community for
what was once from abroad,

The gradual growth of manufacturing, of skilled lnbor,
on pocount of (his almost entively new development, has
been rapid boyond all expectations, Bofora the war, plows,
ax-handles, buckets, hoe-hundles, almost all iron and wouod-
work, came from the North; now, to a very large extent,
our own capital and our own skilled labor works np our
own raw material, under the superintendoncy of our own
business eapocity, thongh zometimes of enterprising North-
ern men, There i3 nlso growing up a considersble expor-
tation of both raw material never before exported, ludof
the produets of skilled labor, Improvement in stock, rais-

blooded horses, cattle and sheep, are almost new indus-

which have had a remarkable growth singe the war,
Sheep-raising and the manufaotare of wool are growing
up sg new industries in portions of the South never before
suspeoted of being adapted to these industries—for in-
stanee, in southern Mississippi. Tennessee has become a
worthy rival of Kentueky in fine horses, in cattlo and
aheep,mdthotxmrhhonofbedmﬂmulmtow
murkats,

Perhaps no State in the South has suffered more from
obstuclas of every kind in the wsy of improvement, and
yot cotton manufactures in Now Orleans and other points
yiddlamutnmn,wbwhlnvo cansed increase in capital

t in mills, TFour cotton-seed oil mills in
the State have u capital of §710,000, and $787,000 sre em-
ployed in the manufacture of artifieial ico in New Orleans,
Tntil recently, shoes for the New Orleans trade were
bronght from Fast; the shos teade is now sapplied ot
home, and the finer qualitics are sold in Northem cities.
Foundries and % in New Orlenns furnish all
kinds of agrionltural implements for the homo trade, st
prices which defy competition, Orders for plantation im-
plements, engines of all sizes, the complicated and heavy
machinery for sagar-making, corn-mills and cotton-gins,
nre executed by New Orleans companies, Wood-working
estublishments make sashes, blinds and doors ; the pine and
eypross Inmber of the State Is being worked up and ex-

There are also minor factories of soap, mosswork,
fortilizers, oneblack and chomicals. Sogar refineries ara
proparing to rival those of the East. These are all indnx-
tries which have grown np since the war, and they are
sufficiently varied to afford strong hopes for the futura

The Louisiana of 708,000 in 1860, had grown
to 720,000 in 1870, and to 930,000 in 1880, The sugur
erop of 18,070 hogsheads in 1565, of 41,000 in 1868, of
30,000 in 1867, of 54,000 in 1868, hud grown to 208,571 in
1878, but fell off in 1879, on account of the hard Winter, to
171,424, Rice-growing is a new industry, which has
grown from 21,000 barrels in 1867 to 93,000 in 1873,
187,000 in 1870, After declining for three years, the crop
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HETAMVING MILL IN TUR USURUGIA MINM DISTHICTY,

of 1880 promiises to bo tho largest over raised, amounting | solve the question of permanent navigation by opening a
to over 200,000 barrels, The Lonisinns Land Reclamation | great ship-canal,  Menntime, the opening of the mouth of
Company of Now Orleans, olrtered in 1878, have tlready | tho Mississippi by the jetties has increased the ehipments
reclnimed for rice-growing, by the use of dredge-boats, | of grain by more than 3,000,000 buxhels of wheat, and over
digging canals for dminage, irrigation and transportation, | the same amount of corn, by officin] figures, over the ship-
over 10,000 neres of land, and nre encrgetically procesding | ments of any former year. This is a partial and cur-
with their great work, Another company is proparing to | sory glance at a fow saliont points in the progress of the

—-——
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Southwest, from which a great industrial revolution wmay
be easily inferred,

In the neighboring Stato of Missizsippi, despite the shot-
gun, the new industry of sheep-raising and wool mannfao-
turo is excellent returns ; cotton manufactures in
contral and north Mississippi, and at Nutohez, have paid
50 woll as to enconrage further iuvestmonts nnd enlarzed
operations. The pino timber of the State is being exported
by river, mil and by tha Gul!, yielding Jarge returns, and
proparing the land oconpied by forests for settlement and
cnlture. The cotton crop shows its proper shars in the
~eneral inerease, whils new orops tend to muke the Stato
more than ever self-supporting ; and it may well be donbted
whether the shot-gun is the means by which these results
aro reached—whether suoli results and the shot-gun can
co-oxist,

Alabama, before the war known only for its cotlon and
the commerce of Mobile, scarecly npoessible by mil, and
almost undeveloped, haa sinee the war boen pierced by
railronds, fnterior towns built nup, its rich resonress of iron
aud coal rapidly developod, cotton manufactures built up,
largely increasod and yaried production bronghtabout, nntil
the new, ernde-in-industry, inaccessible and spparently
thriftless State of ten yours ago, with high credit, wears an
air of thrift and progress,

Various canscs have combined tomake Georgin the most
prosperons mnd progressive Staste in the South. The
monntain barriers which Pennsylvania and Maryland
pierced to reach the rich enst-and-west trude, did not exist
to impede Georgia as they did Virginia and North Caro-
lia on the Atlantic, aud and Tennessee to the
West, Her rapid development of n railway systom,
appronch to the Atlantie and to the trade of

of property in the hands of negroes, attcst n widesproad
thrift and indunstry,

Cotton mannfactaring bagan in Gaorgin before the war,
&t Columbus and Augusta. At the former city the mills
and the supply of cotton were burned in 1865 ; the plucky
people, with their own espital, rebmilt the mills, and to-day
16,984 bales are consnmed annually, the planters receiv-
ing $800,200 for the raw materinl, which is ponverted into
fabrios valued at $2,696,600 ; salesof theso fabrics embmce
twenty-five States. The Angasta factory made a repart in
1508, showing thut the property was purchased from the
city at €140,000, on n ecrodit of fon years, the
poaying in ns commervial capital £60,000, whioh, the build-
ings being dilapidated, was cxpended on repnirs in the
first two years, * Sincs the purchase,” says the report,
*‘we have paid for tha entire property, without ealling on
the stockhboldars for another dollar, added largely to the
property by purchase snd by building, bounght $100,000
worth of new machinery, inereased the capital to £600,000
by tho addition of a portion of the surplus, paid dividends
—20 per cont. annually—regularly, and now have a prop-
erty worth the par value $600,000 in gold.” The business

suffered diminution of profits from the panie, from which
it hus recovered, und it is now in a flourishing condition.

South Carolina has 18 mills in operation, with 1,047
looms and 95,938 spindles ; profita range from 18 to 253
per cant, ; value of cotton consumed, $1,631,820 ; value of
tho product, 3,082,160, Thus the growth of manufac-
turing is abont to restare her prosperity to South Caroling,
in spito of disadvantages which are apparent, Her min-
oral fertilizers, her fortile lands, her seaports, Lier sitna-
tion with referenco to east-and-west trade, have given hor
advantages which race and political tronbles have only ob-
scured for a time,

Tennessos will oxhibit, in fhe roports of the coming
ecnsus, o progresy far from what it shonld have been, and
yet giving great promiso in the diversity indicated, in' the
broadening of the lines of development, to embrace almost
the enfire range of human pursuits, With nlmost every va-
riety of climatoe, noil, vegetabls product and mineral wealth,
Teonnesseo has a capacity for all indastries and power to
be nbsolutely wolf-sustaining, if that were possible or de-
eirabla to any country. With conl and iron surpassing in
abundanes, richness and quality the supplies of any other
State, admirably grouped with reference to river transpor-
tation and food supply, all fitted for mutual development,
Tonnessce is nt once the riehest and most varied in its
capncity, Tho State has enjoyad an emigeation to Texns of
itathriftless classes, who have been replaced by over seven
thonsand frugul immigrsnts from the North. A groat
colony from Faglund is building upon the Cumberland
tabloland, under the direction of Mr. Thomas Hughos.
Manufuoturing has grown af a swift paoce, if we comparo
tho time before the war with that since, while the minaral
developmentis in a far more healthful state ; and it isonly
whon the resources and capncities of the State are com-
poared with others that wo must wonder that capital has
not there songht its apparent opportunity.

For a brief season under the tarilf of 1842, thero was a
sudden growth in iron production—s mere speenlation —
which melted in a deoline almost o3 sudden, leaving a fow,
but comparatively only a few, foundriesstill standing. The
furnaces were small, aud the production of eharcoal iron
alone, and but fow were in operstion in 1860. Now the
furnnces built are all of the first capacity, of permanent
value, with all the latest improvements in iron production.
Thus, whils the production of what is called the Western
Belt, being charcoal alone, awaits connections with coal-
flelds for greater development, althongh large returns are
made to & fow companies there, yet the devalopment of the
Enst Tonnessee Iron Belt has been the newest and the
largest development in iron,

The reports of the specinl census agent at Chattanooga
give 82,201,000 invested in manufacturing interests in Chat-
tanoogn alono, without counting thess in the connty and
ontside the city. The Roane Iron Company, built by North-
orn capital ; the English city and iron manufactory of vast
capacity st South Pitteburg, and many other establishments,
ex’st in the countiva around Ohattancoga, whers nothing
of the kind oxisted before the war. The entire capital
invested in manufsoturing in Hemilton County, in which
Chattanoogn is sitnated, was in 1870, 475,155, and almost
nothing in 1860, Knoxville is the seat of soveral found-
riea, n lurge nail factory snd extensive ear-wheel works,
which have all grown up sinea the war, Nashville hus
rapidly grown to be a large manufacturing centre, having
n wagon factory which is ecluimed to be the lurgest in
America, if not in the world ; large bucket fectories and
furniture establishments, which work up an abundant
and excellent walnut, maple, codar, swoet gum and other
woods suitable for their purposes,
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The marbles of Tennocsses are becoming fashionable, and
their variety and abundanoce, and the growth of the trude
from nothing or little more since the war wurrants the belief
that it will become a tremendons interost in a fow years,
In marblos, granites and limestones suitable for building,
'I‘o;::nuiuhlbuddmotbuﬂhhhthvm

most

thay have done, of whut they are capable,

In 1570 the cansus showad a considerable ndvance over
1860 in manufactaring, but that of 1850 will show n tre-
mendous stride from 1870, notwithstanding that it must
be disconnted for the effect of the panio and the subse-
quent stagoation. In no single respect will the censns
show & falling off from 1860, unlesa it be in hogs, which
wero then fattonod and driven as almost the ouly means of
resching market until the railroads were built. Cotton
munufacturing has succoaded well in Tennessee, and new

has yeot before it the work of assimilation of population, of
oreating wvaried industries and crops, of discovering its
proper lines of progress and of industry,

If we turn to the extreme Sontheast, wo find o Stato also
new, aoquiring populstion and capital, indus-
trivs fitted to situntion, climate and soil, and giving promise
of agreat futare. Florida is, perhaps, receiving just now
larger necossions of Northern men aud capital than any
other Sounthern State, in proportion to its size and its old
population, excepling only Texas, The other States owe
their progress in the main to themselves ; Florids and
Toxan owo theirs lorgely to Northern capital and immi-
gration, which are also beginning to find their way into
ths older States. The progress of orange-growing alone,
from 2,500 barrels in 1874 to 10,000 in 1873, to 15,000 in
1876, to81,000 in 1877, to 75,000 in 1878 and to 200,000
in 1879, shows how rapidly fruit industry is the
way to more varied and solid industries, and to that place
in the commeres of the world which the Florida Peninsula
i1 deatined to have on nocount of its position and its excel-
lent porta,

The South has not only experienced n large increase in
eotton, tobasso and sugar, and & lurger still in its pro-
duction of breadstuifs, hay and stock, but it bas avquired

many crops of fleld, garden and orchard which sre new, or
almost new, The has becoms profitable on sandy
lands of Tennesseo, Georgia and
value before, the erop of Tennessea being 600,000 bushels
por aunum,

Tho production of sumae, by tha substitution of its cul-
tivation for the wild product, promises to becoms a per-
manent, a5 it i3 in some Statea a large, indostry. The
oxlended eultare of fruits and vegetables for Northern us
well as for home markots is an almost entirely new indus-
try, sustaining o lins of steamers from Norfolk and adding
lurgely to the profits of every north-running railrond. Many
old industries have been infused with fresh vitality. For

worn fields, is just suited for the growth of the finest to-
baceo known to commerce, By the skillful application of
a small amount of manure, the plant is nurtared into s
l?ablolih notil it attains tho desired size, when the extine-

when it is out, and carefully cured by flnes. It is so fine
and delicate in color that it often brings one dollar or more

to live in better
the comforts, the

fins made from the onks of the Obion County boitoms.
The capital investod and labor employed in this industry
are immense, and the returns, large as they nre, dwarfed in
importance by the yalue of the eleared-off lands for future
sottloment, 4

The commersial development of the South is to be shown

ing growth of trade,
The process of railway consolidation which must precede
the growth of commerce between the West and the North-

which were of no




643 THE INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS OF THE SOUTH.







