“Mammoth Cave Memorial”

(the Soldier’s Memorial placed inside the main entrance of Mammoth
Cave, today located in Mammoth Cave National Park, Kentucky)

In The Monumental News, Vol. 35, No. 4
April 1923, pp. 207-208

According to this article, the New Glasgow Marble Works of Glasgow, Kentucky sold the Soldier’s
Memorial to the Barren County Post, American Legion. The memorial “within the main entrance of
Mammoth Cave...” “The memorial itself is a comparatively plain slab of Vermont marble and is a
product of the Proctor Shops....”

Included in these scans are the obituaries for D. W. Donaldson and John McKenzie Corskie,
both of Barre, Vermont; and Mrs. Ida Malnati Hastings of New London, Connecticut.

“D. W. Donaldson, one of the pioneers in the Barre granite industry, both as a quarry operator
with the old firm of McDonald Bros. and as a partner in the manufacturing firm of McDonald
& Cutler....” John McKenzie Corskie was a former member of J. P. Corskie & Son of Barre,
Vermont. Mrs. Ida Malnati Hastings was the head of the Malnati golden pink granite quarries
at Niantic, Connecticut. “She was the daughter of the late Angelo Malnati, a prominent granite
dealer and quarry owner of Quincy and Niantic, Connecticut...She is said to have been the
only woman quarry owner in New England who managed her own business interests.”

This article, which begins on the next page,
Is presented on the Stone Quarries and Beyond web site.
http://quarriesandbeyond.org/

Peggy B. Perazzo
Email: pbperazzo@comcast.net
July 2014
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It Is natural no doubt thue! memorials
should be orected In mapy strange
places.  And It o by no means unusanl
to have them hidden from the light of
day. Egyvpt had lher underground
burinl chambers of the kings and Rome
her famous catacombs. Tt s yomewhat
uncommon though to select a gloomy,
unuttractive eavern as the site for o
modern public memorial.

This 1s virtually what waz done with
the Soldier's Memorial, which was sold
lant year by New GQGlasgow Marble
Woarks, Glasgow, Ky., to the Barren
County Post, Amoerican Legion, It was
rearad und dedicated amid the Otfal
glare of torches within the main en-
trunce of Mammoth (Cave, ‘The reason
why It rests thero is that it may earry
it message of patriotiam to the great-
ost possible number of people, for It s
A mattor of record that visitors from all
corners of the globe pasgs in and out of
Mammoth Cave,

The dedleatory exercises were most
Impressive and Insplring. almost mys-
terions In faot. Thoy came at the oloss
of the Legion Conventlon which was
held in Glasgow. Many of the men, In-
cluding the chaplaln of the legion and
the speaker of the day, wers still wear-
Ing the frocks und overalls which they
hnd donned for the trip through the
eave, The dim and smoky lights were
all but overpowered by shadows. As
the spoaking ceased and the brothers
In service gathoered around the shrine,
to depoeft the hero lsts in the marble
bax, It formed a pleture totally unlike
the ordinary unvelling acene, Then, as

4 final topeh of the unreal, the words of
the benodiction echond hollowly smong
the recesscs of the cave and the sound
of taps in one of the distant grottoes
was all but smothered by the immen-
glty of the vast saubtorranean chumbers.

In the address given that day by
United States Senator Stanley of Ken-
tucky, was this studied delineation of
the purpose of the memorial;

“"Monuments are erectod to the living,
not the dead. When the Old World
shall have emorged from chnos and
duarkness, from the tyranuy of the mon-
arch, und the more intolerable despo-
tism of the mob; when it shall have
lezrned the great lesson of the rlghts
and the worth and the power of unfet-
terod, seif-rellant manhood, and shull
have established itz institutions upon
the foundation of the great Declaration,
then generations yet unborn, nstioos
now drenched In blood und in tears,
shall ocommemorate thelr deathless
doeds, shall erect tablets and monu-
ments Lo thelr memory. And more en-
during than bronze or gculptured
marble, they shall live In song snd
story, o long as honor for valor or the
lave of lberty s enshrined in human
hearts.”

In attendance nt the ceremonics,
nsido from the four hundred visiting
logion membors and other guests, wore
both the newly elected and the retiring
commanders of the Department of Ken-
tucky, Ameriean Leglon. The occasion
was made still more significant by the
preésence of four gold star mothors,

The momorial itself s u compnra-
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tively plain slab of Vermont marble
nnd I8 a product of the Proctor Shops.
On the face i the seulptured emblem
of the Leglon and the following Inserip-
tion:

“In memory of our fallen comrades
of Kentuoky and the American Dead of
the World War.'

On the buse underneath, this letter-
Ing nppears:

“Dedicated by the Amerlean Leglon
of Kentucky in Convention Amsombled
August 2§-29.30.1922. drected by
Rarren Connty "ost af Glasgow,"

As the time goes on, each sightseer
who comes to Mammoth Cave, will be
usked to plwce n small bit of stone back
of the soldier's meéemorinl.  In that way
It i hoped that this unsssuming block
of marble may attain n more than loeal
prominence. It is hardiy too much to
wxpeet that In the passing of years the
memorinl may take its place a8 o na-
tionul shrine,

THE OBITUARY RECORD

D. W. Donald, ono of the ploneers
in the Barre granite industry, both as
a guarry operator with the old firm of
McDonnld Bros. and as a partoper in
the manufscturing firm of McDopald &
Cutler, died recently at his home in
Barre. He wan 67 years of uge and
had been In poor henlth for several
YEars,

John McKengzie Corskie, a former
member of the firm of J. P. Corskie &
Son of Barre and a son of J, P. Corskie,
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diod March 3 after a long |lness, He
was b1 years of age and had boen as-
sociated with hin father ln the granite
business wince leaving schiool until the
business was sold u few months ngo.
He leaves o wife and two children be-
sides his fathor and mother and 4 sls-
ter, Mra. Orville Kew.

Mrs, fds Malnatl Hastings, head of
the Malnati golden pink granite gquars
riee ut Nisntle, Conn., died March 9, in
New London, Conn. With Mrs. Hast-
itgs died her infant child. The bodies
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wore brought to Quiney, Mass,, for in-
terment,

Mre, Hastings wus the daughter of
the late Angelo Malnatl, a prominent
granite dealer and yuarry owner of
Quincy and Niantie, Conn, On his death
o few years ago Mrs, Hustings took
charge of the munngement of the quar-
ries In Nlaotle and became very wue-
vessful.  She s said to hove been the
only womsn quarry owner in New Eng-
Iand who moanaged her own business
Interests.

WHAT THE SCULPTORS ARE DOING

The Galtiralth Memorlal Comittes of
Cincinnatl, Ohio, has awarded the com-
misslon for the bronge tablet for the Gal-
bralth memorial to Clement J, Sarn-
horn, Cincinnati seulptor,

Lawrence Russo. of 14 Counl street,
Wilkes Barre, Pa., at present engaged

45 u sculptor on the new Publie Library
in Philadelplia has submlitted a beauti-
ful plan for the memorial clock tower
proposed for Public Squure in Wilkes-
Barre, Mr. Russo ls 4 nephew of A, N,
Rumso, sculptor of the John Mitchell
memorial in Scranton.

NEWS

John G. Hardy, Providence, R. L,
seulptor, has been uwarded commlssions
to model war memorials to be erccted
In Boston and Marlboro, Muss,, i honor
of World War heroes [rom the state,
The sketches submitted by Mr. Hardy
have besn returned to him and he s at
present engaged in feslioning the fall-
wized models ut hiy studio In Providence.

America Unfurling the Flag,” s the
title of o war memorial which s being
senlptured by Albert Jaegers, formerly
of Cipcinoati, It is to be ersoted at
Orangs, N. 1., to commemorats the vie-
tory of Amerfen In the Great War, The
statye I8 an equestring ereation of hero-
fc sign, It ghows that América, repro-
sented by o female figure mounted, hay-
ing returned from the conflict, brings
her charger to o full stop and unfuris
the emblem of victory. Critics praise
it as & work of art, uniting In an un-
usunl degroe the elemonts of beauty and
power.

FIRM CHANGES AND OTHER NEWS

Articles of voluntary dissolution were
fled at Whesling, W. Va., by the Gran-
ite Clay Products Compuny of North
Mountaln, Berkeley county.

The ¥. 3. Thomson Stone Company
has  opened »  marbly  guarry  near
Bethesda, Ark. The compuny is In-
stalling saws and » derrick, ond later
will put In o complete plant,

Dissolution npotices have beon fAled
with the secretary of state by the Wil-
Ham L. Jones Granite Company of Wil-
Hamstown, Vermont,

Northern New York Monument Co,,
Platisburg, N. Y., hus been incorporated
with u capital of $30,000, Incorpora-
tors are’ K, C. and J. H. Gordon, M,
Brannan. (Attorneys, Gordon, 0'Con-
nell & Long, Platisbure.)

M. V. Mitcholl & Son of Columbus,
Ohio, have sold thelr monument busi-
ness to the Beagey Granlte company of
Columbug. The Mitchell Monument
Company has been established for sixty.
five years.

A new retall monument business hag
been opened In Zanesville, Ohto, under
the firm name of MeGee & Watson.
Mr. Watson was formerly a suléesman
for the Willlam €, Townsend Company
and Mr. McGeo spent twelve years In
the designing department of the same
company and three years as goneral
mansger of the Bessey & Wincheoll
Moniument Co, of Zanesville,

The Moretti White Marble Company
have Incorporated In Talladega, Ala-
bama, for the purpose of operating the
old Herd quarry three and one-half
miles northeast of Eylacangn. G. Mo-

rott, the scuoiptor who first made use
of the superior quallly of Sylacaugs
marble, Is president of the company,
necording to the lncorporation papers.
W. H. Boynton is treasurer snd Berger
Engstrum, secretary. Tha preferred
stock of the company In placed nt $150,.
000, paid in, with $2.500 shuren of com.
mon stock of no par value.

Tho F. 8 Thompton Stone Compiany
has opened 4 marble gquarry nesr Now
Orleans, Ln.

Mr. M. J. Choate of Noshville, Ark.,
dind Japuary #. His shop wis pur-
chuged and will be run by J. A, King
in the future.

Commencing with March 1, 1923, the
granite and marble business of Jenny
& Nelbach will be conducted at $#13
Columbla streot. Utlea, N. Y., under
the firm name and style of J. J. Nel-
buelh & Sons. The new firm will con-
#ist of Joseph J,, Norbert M, and
Alexis J. Nelbach,

The Cooley-Wright Manufacturing
Company have been appolnted soln dig
tributing agents for Globe H. ¢, Chllled
Shot for the states of Maine, New
Hampehire, Vermont, and northern
New York.

The Spellman Bros. Granite Co, of
Sauk City, Win., have recently bought
out their competitor the Inter Clty
Granite und Marble Works,

W. F. Waldely, propriotor of the W.
F. Waldely Monument Works of Mar-
shall, Michigan, who has been in the
monument business since 1913, has pur-
chised the property ut the same loca-
tion and hits bullt nn up-to-date shop,

35 x TZ foot consisting of show room,
workshop 18 x 28 feot, and office; also
garage 20 x 20 fr. all under one roof.
Mr. Waidely has ndded new machinery
and carries 4 good lne of stock.

One of our lllustrations shows u ple-
ture of the new and modern plant of the
Dayton-Oldham Granite Works of Ma-
son City, lowa, This plant was de-
signed from the |dess of Mr, C, (G,
Dayton of this firm and is laid oot and
equipped throughout with every mod-
orn convenience,

Jullus M. Textor, secretary-treasurer
of the Kansas association recently made
un address before the Rotary Club of
Leavenworth, on Side Lights on the
Meonument Business, He gave an un-
usnally interesting presontation of the
growth, progress and ideals of the
craft, and explained in detail the tech-
tleal work of the craft and the work
of the assotistions from the public's
point of view, His address wan printed
In full in the Leavenworth daily papers,

Otto Rathmann of the Amerfean
Granite Co,, Milwankee, has recently
rocelved a Jotter from hils father who
went to Germany somse time ago stating
that Me has purchased a mognificent
estute there. It was formerly the pal-
ace of the sovereign of Thuringla, n
small state in Gormany. The estate
consists of a splendid palace with all
modern Improvements and o beautiful
purk of three and one-half acres. All
this was bought for four and one-half
milllon marks or about $150 In Ameri-
can money. Mr. Rathmann, Sr., was
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If you’d like to read more about the Mammoth Cave and the Mammoth Cave National Park in
Kentucky, visit the following links:

Mammoth Cave National Park, Kentucky (includes a photo gallery)
http://www.nps.gov/maca/index.htm

Mammoth Cave National Park (on Wikipedia)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mammoth Cave National Park2

Mammoth Cave Online
http://www.mammothcave.com/
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