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Marble and Granite at the World's Fair.

The great
World's Colum-
bian Exposition
is now a thing of
the past.  Its re-
alities are fast
fading into mem-
ories; and the
busy sight-seers
andexhibitors are
now taking an
inventory, as it
were, of the re-
sults. They are
thinking of the
"have beens”
and also of the
“might have be-
ens.”  In the do-
main of monu-
mental work the
manufacturers
arc asking them-
selves more seri-
onsly than ever
| before  whether
the display at the
Fair was really
worthy  of  the
trade, or, to speak more accutately, whether it re-
presented the trade at large at its best.
~ So far as the quantity and variety of the fin-
ished work at the Fair were concerned, it must be
gonfessed that they did not come up to expecta-
tions of those who arve familiar with the monumen-
tal business of the country.  Only two American
granite quarrying centres were represented by fin-
ished granite monamental work, and the only State
that made an exhibit of finished marble work was
Vermont,

The exhibits of Quincy and Barre in the Manu-
factures Building were creditable to those centres,
but while the displays deservedly attracted a great
deal of attention they cannot be said to bhave ade
quately demonstrated the possibilities of cither
Quincy or Barre.  'The important element of com-
petition-—the very thing that the Fair was intended
to bring out in the strongest possible manner—was
lacking, that is, exhibits which might have appeared
superior when compared with a large number of
similar displays, were left comparatively alone,
without even a foil to set them off. The more
praise then to Quiney and Barre when it is consid-
ered that Maine, New Hampshire, and other well-
Kknown granite producing states had no representation
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whatever in the lne of finished monumental work.
The famous quarries of Rhode Island, whose pro-
duct has a national reputaticn, were not represented
by any finished work, except that Westerly had a
vase in the Woman's bullding, One of the Rhode
Island quarries made an exceptionally attractive ex-
hibit at the Centennial, and all doubtless would
hive been represented at the World's Fair, had it
not been for the disastrous labor troubles of last
year. There was not a single piece of granite stat-
nary on exhibition.

If the showing in finished granite was meager,
that in marble was more so.  The exhibit of the
Vermont Marble Company was excellent, but it
was alone, The two marble producing states of the
South, Georgin and Tennessee, were unrepresented,
Foreign marbles were not wanting, and this made
the showing worse for these states, because the pub-
lic has not forgotten what a howl of indignation
went up from men of the South when it was dis-
covered thut foreign marbles were being purchased
for the new Congressional Library at Washington,
The very men who were strong enough then to
move heavenand earth and the national congress
in behalf ot their quarries could not muster up cou-
rage sufficient to make a display of their finished
work at the Fair.  To sum up the situation, it can
not be said that the monumental industry of the
United States made the best of the exceptional op-
portinity afforded it by the World's Columbian
Exposition,

- - -

The real wealth of the country was to be seen
in the Mines and Mining building.  The product
of the western states especially was surprising,
Their beautiful samples of marble, granite and sand-
stone attracted universal attention.  The onyx dis-
play was particularly fine. In this friendly com-
petition the west had decidedly the best of it.  Of
the foreign marble exhibits, the most interesting
was that of New South Wales, which also exhibited
a valuable collection of granite and stone for build-
ing and decorative purposes, Canada and the
provinces were also well represented.

The display of Mexican onyx attracted great
attention, It was the finest exhibit of onyx ever
made. The stone comes from Lower California,
200 miles south of San Diego, and is the first ship-
ment from a quarry discovered in 1891,

In several of the state and foreign government
buildings, interesting exhibits were to be seen.
Italy made an especially attractive display of
commercial statuary in marble, and Sweden's dis-
play of granites demonstrated the varicty ofher quar-
ry products. A representative of that country is said
to have disposed of considerable monumental work.
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