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NOTE: A short article unrelated to the World’s Fair article is included in the scan of this article
at the end. It is about “Russian Jews have a burial custom peculiar to themselves….handsome,
silver-mounted burial caskets, to which the bottom is attached by springs….”
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Excerpts from the above 1893 article:
An Ancient Cemetery at the World’s Fair.
“The burial customs of the ancient Peruvians are curiously illustrated in a section of an old
graveyard which is to be seen in the Anthropological building at the World’s Fair. Hundreds,
perhaps thousands, of years have intervened since these strange people lived and died, yet their
bodies have been so perfectly preserved that they are now on exhibition in Chicago in this
wonderful World’s Fair year. Not even the approximate date of their existence on the earth is
known, but it must have been long centuries ago, for the graveyard of Ancon…was in existence
before the Spaniards conquered Peru.
“Ancon is twenty-three miles from Lima…Three square miles of these sandy wastes are
occupied by the ancient graveyard….”
“For the last fifteen years or more the burial ground at Ancon has been sadly desecrated….”
“The collection of Ancon relics at the World’s Fair was made by Mr. George A. Dorsey, of the
Archæological department. It is the largest collection of the kind in existence and includes the
contents of 127 graves….The exhibit at the Exposition faithfully reproduces the cemetery just as
it appears at Ancon….”
“Relics from other Peruvian and Chilean graveyards are also shown in the Anthropological
building, and it is gratifying to know that this exhibit will remain as a permanent feature of the
museum to be established in Chicago after the Fair….”

