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“Marble Works in San Francisco” 
 

San Francisco Daily Alta, California, April 18, 1867 

(Transcribed by Marilyn Demas, 2005) 

 

“The principal source from which marble in blocks and slabs is obtained for this market is Italy. 

We have several quarries in California. The principal – Indian Diggings, El Dorado County – 

furnishes a very superior article, which is employed for all the purposes that imported marble is 

used.  Marble is also obtained from Drytown, Amador County; Columbia, Tuolumne County, and 

Colfax, near Sacramento. Vermont marble, imported from the State of that name, is valued very 

highly, and commands as large a price as European marble.  The establishment of Messrs. Leon 

Myers & Co. obtain supplies from Italy, France and Spain, both in the (?c)rude and manufactured 

form. Mr. J. Pritchard, one of the owners of the Pioneer Steam Works, is also owner of the quarry 

at Colfax: and Mr. John Grant manufactures monuments from material drawn from his property 

at Columbia.  Mr. Brignardello imports directly from Genoa, and supplies those engaged in the 

trade, almost without exception.  He is about opening a large yard at the foot of Market street, so 

as to be able to meet the increased demands of the business.  It is only within a very few years 

that marble works have obtained anything like importance in San Francisco.  Most of the 

monuments, furniture work, statues, and ornaments were imported. 

 

“A reporter from this office having visited the marble works within the last few days, he was 

informed by the proprietors that business has increased to an extent that few could have 

supposed in 1863 or 1864. There is a larger amount of marble work made here in proportion to 

population than in other cities; and it is particularly noticeable that great attention is being paid in 

San Francisco to erecting mementos to deceased relatives and friends in cemeteries. In noticing 

some of the works, it became necessary to be brief as a number are exactly alike.  Mantle pieces 

and monuments form the bulk of stock and work done.  It is not in consequence of the 

superiority of Italian marble that it is most in use; it is because it is furnished at lower rates than 

the home article, which is not to be found in full quantities, owing to absence of capital in 

working quarries. 

 

“The Steam Marble Works Company was organized in August 1866, by consolidation of four 

establishments in which business had been carried on successfully for a number of years. The 

parties to the consolidation were Messrs. James A. Pritchard, Michael Heverin, Peter Larseneur 

(recently deceased,) and James F. Sharkey, since retired from the Company, leaving Messrs. 

Pritchard and Heverin proprietors.  The Company’s works are on Jackson street, near 

Montgomery, and are under the direction of the former named gentleman.  The salesroom is on 

California street, opposite the Alta office. It was found by experience that marble work could be 

done as efficiently and as perfect, with great saving of expense, by the use of steam power, and 

as the business of no one firm would justify the purchase of machinery, the four gentlemen 

named united and established the steam works – a measure of success more than realizing the 

anticipation of the parties concerned has followed the enterprise. Thirty men are constantly 

employed, and the description of work produced includes every class known in the business and 

of every kind of marble, both foreign and domestic, to be found in California.  The principle 

work made is mantel-pieces, and the material used is Italian.  Monuments, tombstones, urns, 

garden ornaments and marble for furniture purposes are made in large quantities and in a style 

that invites the admiration of all who inspect them. Great attention is given to monuments, many 

of which have been made here of great beauty and of a costly character.  The monument over the 

grave of the late George H. Hossfross, in Calvary Cemetery, was supplied from here, and a grand  



 

 

tomb and monument, ordered by Nicholas Luning, to be placed in the family burying ground, has 

been completed at a cost of $35,000. The monument for the late John P. Buckley was also made 

by this Company.  It cost $3,000. Three flights of steps for the new building of the Pacific 

Insurance Company, made out of Drytown marble, are now finished. They will be used 

respectively for the front entrance, side entrance, and basement.  Mr. Pritchard is the owner of a 

valuable quarry of black marble at Colfax.  It will supply a want long felt in this branch of 

business.  It is susceptible of high polish, and can be used for general purposes. The quarry will 

be more fully developed at an early day, and it is well adapted for mantels, table tops, mosaic 

work, tiles etc.  The Colfax is the first and only quarry of black variegated marble in 

California.  Nine mantels of this beautiful marble, made at the Steam Works, are in progress of 

manufacture for the new Bank of California. Monuments of all descriptions are kept on hand, 

and the variety is large.  The machinery for carrying on the work is very complete, and is 

represented to be quite effective. The sands, rubbing bed and polishing arrangements are under 

the direction of experienced workmen, the entire establishment being, as we stated above, 

superintended by Mr. Pritchard. The premises on Jackson street have a frontage of 40 feet and a 

depth of 137 feet. 

 

“The extensive works and salesrooms of Messrs. Leon R. Meyers & Co., importers and 

manufacturers of Italian and American marbles, No. 747 Market street, opposite Dupont, are well 

worth the inspection of all whom interest or curiosity would prompt to examine tasteful and well 

finished works of art.  The wonderful results of the chisel and hammer on the pure white and 

colored blocks of marble, as they have been transformed into pillars to be offered as tributes to 

departed worth, or the more touching manifestations of hearts wrung by taking off those near and 

dear, can be seen and admired on every side.  The number of these obelisks and slabs is large and 

are made of Italian, French, Spanish, Vermont and California marble.  For the purposes of every 

day and comfortable life in prices from $25 to $500 each.  In this branch of work it would be 

impossible to accord the palm of superiority to any one establishment.  Each have excellent 

mechanics, and it is in reality left to the purchaser to select according to taste, suitability or 

extent of means the mantel-piece that necessity or desire to ornament may place him in 

need.  Messrs. Meyer’s & Co. keep on hand a large assortment of grates, tombs; washstand, 

bureau and counter tops billiard beds, etc. An opportunity being afforded of examining the 

establishment, the writer was made aware of the large proportions of the marble business in this 

city.  Several years ago three or four journeymen were sufficient to supply the wants of the 

community. The number now engaged is vastly increased; the monuments made here are 

numerous, and hardly a residence is without its one or more marble mantel-piece. The mantel 

and grate warerooms of Messrs. Meyers & Co. are supplied with a full assortment of these 

articles, and as twenty men are employed the stock is constantly kept up; it is supposed to be the 

largest and most complete in San Francisco.  Marble is imported by this firm directly from 

France, and also statuary made in Italy from that country.  The figures are Faith, Hope and 

Celestial Beings (San Francisco Daily Alta, California, April 18, 1867 cont.) 

 

“Messrs. Meyers & Co, have erected a handsome tomb over the grave of the late Jean 

Barthelemy Bayerque, who died in July 186?, and have on hand a plain fluted column seventeen 

feet high, for Pennsylvania Fire Engine Company, to be placed at Lone Mountain Cemetery, 

which will rest on a foundation four feet square.  They are also supplying forty marble mantels 

for the Merchants Exchange Building, to be composed in part of Italian veined and white 

American marble.  An elaborate and finely finished monument that stands over the last resting 

 

 

 



 

 

place of the late Capt Joseph Myrick, in the Masonic Cemetery, was made at these works.  The 

material is of Italian marble and stands fifteen feet high.  Altogether this establishment is 

complete, and its importance and success are sufficient evidence of the great progress the 

business has made in California. 

 

“Mr. John Grant, the pioneer marble manufacturer in California, for some time past has 

conducted works in the vicinity of Lone Mountain.  His great experience and capital  afford him 

unusual advantages in the business.  Mr. Grant is now erecting a yard and workshop on Market 

street near Fourth street, while your reporter was informed that a large varied and valuable 

collection of monuments would be removed at an early day.  The proprietor, in addition to 

enterprises of various kinds that engage his attention, is greatly interested in developing a marble 

quarry in Columbia, Tuolumne County, which he owns.  In his new location, Mr. G.. will devote 

his energies to building up an extensive business and insists ? in filling a field that is daily 

increasing in dimensions, and more particularly in bringing into use marble of California 

manufacture.  He has a number of men employed on Market street in making mantels and 

articles for furniture purposes.  Mr. P.J. Devine is engaged in preparing several mural 

monuments.  Mr. Devine stands high as an artist and many of his works have been commended 

by competent judges.  He has placed the finishing touches upon a full-sized bust of the late 

Senator Broderick made of marble brought from Columbia, the property of Mr. John Grant.  It is 

really a superior artistic piece of work, and is almost a speaking likeness of the man whose 

memory is so justly respected in California.  The features are most expressive.  The cold marble 

prevents a counterpart that is far more true to nature than the daguerreotypes and photographs of 

David C. Broderick so often seen in San Francisco.  It is to crown the monument erected to his 

honor in Lone Mountain Cemetery.  Mr. Devine's works are at the foot of Third street. 

 

“Mr. A. Paltenghi, Montgomery street, near Jackson, has been ten years engaged in the marble 

business.  His premises are extensive, and his stock is varied and includes many superior pieces 

of workmanship.  Mr. P. has continued to identify himself with the growth of the interest on this 

coast, and has from time to time enlarged his facilities for doing business.  His works enjoy a 

reputation for producing the finer and more difficult kinds of sculpture and statuary, both plain 

and ornamental.  All kinds of marble are used, but in consequence of full supply and low rates, 

Italian marble enter more largely into the operations of his business than with others mentioned 

in this notice.  California marble for general purposes, is purchased when in the market; but this 

is not always the case.  Mr. P. prepared at his works a handsome and chaste monument erected in 

the Masonic Cemetery over the graves of two children and he also made the monument for the 

Broderick Engine Company, in Lone Mountain.  A figure typical of sorrow or grief, surmounts 

the latter, and the work is a creditable illustration of home taste and skill.  Garden ornaments of 

all descriptions, mantel-pieces, and mural slabs of Carrara and California marble are kept in large 

variety, and the collection is well worthy of an inspection.  Mr. B. prepared a bust of the late Mr. 

Bayerque, and a bust of Washington, which is now in the Mercantile Library Rooms.  The stone 

in the latter is free-stone brought from Benicia.  There are five men employed in the business, 

which is represented to be increasing rapidly.  All the work done is under  Mr. Paltenghi's 

supervision.” 

 

Note:  More information about historical San Francisco stone businesses can be found in the San 

Francisco County stone quarry section of our web site, Stone Quarries and Beyond, at:  

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/states/ca/quarry_photo/ca-san_francisco_county_photos.html or in 

the “Historical California Stone Carvers, Stone Cutters, & Monument Dealers” section at: 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/states/ca/ca-stone_carvers/menu.html  Peggy B. Perazzo 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/states/ca/quarry_photo/ca-san_francisco_county_photos.html
http://quarriesandbeyond.org/states/ca/ca-stone_carvers/menu.html

