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Inyo County Marble Quarries 
 

Excerpt from 

Twelfth Report of the State Mineralogist (Second Biennial) 

Two Years Ending September 15, 1894 

California State Mining Bureau, California Division of Mines and Geology, 1894, pp. 392. 

 

 

Inyo County. 
 

“Inyo Marble Company. – The quarries of this company are situated at the base of the Inyo 

range, between Keeler and Lone Pine Station.  Their claims are scattered along the base of the 

range for several miles, but the point at which most of the work has been done is about 5 miles 

N. of Keeler.  The management of the quarries has recently changed, and several new and 

apparently excellent beds of marble have been discovered.  One of the best of the new locations 

lies about 2 miles S. of the old works.  Although not opened up at the time of the Bureau’s 

examination, there is shown a large body of banded and variegated marble, free from cracks and 

flaws, so that large pieces can be obtained.  This marble varies from nearly white to gray and 

black in bands, and often beautifully mottled and knotted.  For the general purposes of a 

variegated marble it would seem that this would completely fulfill the requirements.  A little 

south of the old quarries a bed of fancy variegated marble is being opened.  It is mottled with 

white, yellow, gray, and black, and is penetrated by beautiful dendritic markings of manganese.  

The old quarries of white marble are to be abandoned, because of the broken condition of the 

rock, and a new one has been opened near by.  The marble found in the latter gives promise of a 

more perfect white color, and of being obtained in larger blocks.  Recently pieces of 15 to 18 

tons weight have been obtained.  A half mile north of the main works a new quarry of yellow 

marble is being opened.  A deposit of black marble of good quality has also been found, and is 

employed chiefly for floor tile.  Development work is being actively pushed, and it is expected 

from present indications that the demand will rapidly increase.  These quarries were described in 

our Xth Report, p. 215.  Inyo Marble Company, of San Francisco, owners; M. J. McDonald, 

Mills Building, President.” 
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