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Excerpts from the McGilvray Family History report: 
 

“This letter report with attachments seeks to fulfill the requirement for a written report set 

for by Mr. Robert W. Passmore, Assistant Director, Planning Implementation, City of San 

Francisco, Department of City planning in his letter of March 21, 1989 where he requested 

‘…further investigative work…for the purpose of disclosing the historical social role and 

evolution of the McGilvray stone-cutter business using documentary resources and oral 

interviews as warranted.” 

 

“This request was made as a result of the exposure of a large marble statue with the 

inscription ‘IACOBUS’ during archeological monitoring for the Showplace Square project 

on Townsend Street.  As a result of archival research, it was determined that the site had 

once been (the) location of the McGilvray-Raymond Granite company.  We were also able 

to locate and interview Mr. John D. McGilvray III, the grandson of a Scottish stone cutter, 

John D. McGilvray, who was responsible for the construction of most of the major granite 

monumental buildings throughout California and in particular, San Francisco, including the 

City Hall and other buildings in the civic center project.  Mr. McGilvray also built most of 

the Stanford (University) campus buildings between 1870 and 1917….” 

 

 

This report, which begins on the next page, 

is presented on the Stone Quarries and Beyond web site. 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/ 
 

Peggy B. Perazzo 

Email:  pbperazzo@comcast.net 

October 2016 
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Letter from John D. McGilvray IV to Dean Robert Gregg, Memorial Church Stanford 

University, dated June 18, 1993. 

 

Letter from Basin Research Associates, Inc., Cultural Resources Services, San Leandro, 

California, to Mr. William A. Timmer, Jr., Vice president, Construction, Bay West 

Development Company, San Francisco, California Re: “Archaeological/Cultural 

Resources Conditions of Approval for project located at 8
th

 and Townsend Streets (Case 

84.613ECZ) 

 

“McGilvray Stone Company” 

 

“Attachment 1 consists of transcribed newspaper clippings dealing with the McGilvray 

family and its business achievements.” 

 

“Attachment 2 is a brief genealogical sketch of the McGilvray family compiled by a 

descendant of John D. McGilvray ca. 1940.” 

 

“Attachment 3 consists of materials provided by John D. McGilvray III and is 

essentially the ‘tour guide’ of some 30 McGilvray-built structures in downtown 

San Francisco, a list of major structures built by the McGilvray business 

(throughout the western states), and a glossary of building terms.  These tour 

guide materials are valuable in that they were compiled for a family reunion in 

1981 by Mr. McGilvray III and other relatives and represent an attempt to 

document their own history….” 

 

“Attachment 4 is a transciption of an oral interview granted by Mr. McGilvray III with 

Mr. Stuart A. Guedon on 20 May, 1989.  His personal reminiscences are best 

studied in the context of the newspaper and historical documentation presented.  

His comments add a great measure of personal color to the history of an 

outstanding family business which made significant and lasting contributions to 

the City of San Francisco.” 

 

“Attachment 5 consists of copies of Crocker-Langley business directory advertisements 

for 1928 and 1929.” 

 

Attachment 6.  “Two photographs of the Iacobus marble statue are included as 

Attachment 5.” 

 

“Attachment 7 consists of copies of the Sanborn Insurance maps examined by Mr. 

McGilvray and Mr. Guedon during the oral interview.” 

 

“Attachment 8 includes the references cited in this letter and in the various attachments 

as well as a list of personal communications/contacts made during the course of 

research.” 

  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 
  



 



 



 



 



 



 
  



 



 
  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
  



 



 



 



 
  



 





 
  



 



 



 



 


