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The first marble brought to Sacramento was shipped from Boston, Massachusetts in late 1850.  

The ship transporting the marble was wrecked along the coast of Chile.  The marble was 

recovered and shipped to San Francisco where Israel Luce purchased all of the marble about 

December 1850.  He had it shipped to Sacramento via the ferryboat “Beta.” 

 

Israel Luce and Andrew Aitken became partners in their monumental shop on K Street in 1853.  

Aitken managed the monument shop while Israel Luce spent time searching for marble quarries.  

According to Leeanna Rossi in her book Headstones of the Gold Rush Era, “Luce ultimately 

discovered at least 4 quarries between Placer and Inyo counties.” 

 

The Indian Diggings marble quarry was the first quarry Luce discovered in California in 

1853/1854.  The Indian Diggings quarry is located about 25 miles east of Placerville in El 

Dorado County, and it’s 52 miles from Sacramento.  (On our web site we have a photo tour of a 

trip with took with the El Dorado Mineral and Gem Club in 2003.  You’ll find the link to the 

photo tour of Indian Diggings quarry and cemetery on our web site at the bottom handout, if 

you’re interested.)  My husband Pat and I accompanied Bob Gratton, Jeanne and her husband, 

and others to the Indian Diggings Marble Quarry area last September, but I do not have those 

photos on our web site yet.) 

 

Indian Diggings was one of the principal gold mining towns in El Dorado County, and the 

hydraulic mining uncovered the marble in the winter of 1856-1857.  Some of the limestone re-

crystalized into what was named “Indian Diggings Marble.”  The colors varied from white, blue, 

gray, and was heavily veined.  The limestone belt runs across Tuolumne, Calaveras, and Amador 

counties, and ends at Indian Diggings at the northernmost end of the belt.   

 

Israel Luce began quarrying the marble the following summer in 1857.  By 1861, there was 

increased demand for the marble, so he erected a steam mill with 3 gangs of saws.   



 

 

 
Gang saw in Gantt's Quarry marble mill (Georgia, ca 1916) 

 

 

One of the main ways that the Indian Diggings Marble was transported to San Francisco was via 

the Placerville and Sacramento Valley Railroad, which extended from Shingle Springs in El 

Dorado County to San Francisco.  Also, steamers transported blocks of marble and monuments 

to San Francisco, Marysville, and various points on the Sacramento River up as far as Redding.  

Because of those accessible transportation routes, you will find cemetery stones made from 

Indian Diggings Marble in cemeteries all along those trade routes.  

 

Between 1858 and 1885, Aitkens and Luce earned many medals and premiums at the California 

State Fair for mantles, monuments,  tablets, vases, statuary and busts created from California 

marble.  In a letter dated  January 2, 1866 to Mr. I. N. Hoag, Secretary of the State Agricultural 

Society from Israel Luce, Luce wrote:  

 

“…For general purposes, there is no marble in the United States that can compete with it; 

and, as you are well aware, we have exhibited it at all the state fairs since eighteen 

hundred and fifty-eight, in competition with foreign or domestic production….” 

 

Sometimes Monumental companies sent their representatives in wagons throughout the 

surrounding areas in order to sell their monuments.  These representatives offered designs and 

stones from their company, or they provided their customers with monumental catalogs 

published by such companies as the Vermont Marble Company, Sears Roebuck, Wards, and 

other monumental companies located in the east that people could use to order their cemetery 

stones, fences, coping, vases, etc., in addition to using locally available marble.  Sometimes 

“blank” stones on which all designs were complete leaving only the place for the name, dates, 



 

 

and epitaphs to be carved were used by local companies.   I have found instances where local 

companies would sign these “blank” stones that were originally created elsewhere.   

 

This wide distribution of cemetery stones throughout central California, in the Gold Rush 

Country, and the San Francisco Bay area makes it possible for us today to find marble cemetery 

stones signed by Sacramento’s early monument shops and carvers in cemeteries far away from 

Sacramento. 

 

While the Indian Diggings marble was described as veined white marble, the marble was not a 

clear white; it was usually very heavily veined.   

 

When describing 10-year-old monuments made from Indian Diggings Marble an 1867, one 

description noted that: 

 

“Monuments, after exposure for 10 years to the heat and cold peculiar to the foot hills of 

California, are as bright and glossy on the surface and edges as when erected.” 

 

Unfortunately, now over 130 years later, many of the marble stones created from the Indian 

Diggings Marble have disintegrated or split along the veins.   

 

 
Indian Diggings Limestone Deposit, El Dorado County (from “Limestone in California,” by Clarence 

A. Logan, California Journal of Mines and Geology, Vol. 43, No. 3, July 1947, Calif. Division of Mines 
 



 

 

 

 
Hill of Indian Diggings “Marble”/Limestone 

(Photograph by Peggy B. Perazzo, 2003) 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Freshly cut pieces of “Indian Diggings Marble” / Limestone found in the Indian Diggings Quarry area 

(Photographs by Peggy B. Perazzo, 2003) 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Cemetery stones of “Indian Diggings Marble” located in the Indian Diggings Cemetery, 

El Dorado County  (Photographs by Peggy B. Perazzo, 2003) 

 

 

 

About 1860, Patrick J. Devine, another Sacramento monumental works operator and sculptor, 

located a quarry of white marble in Indian Gulch in Tuolumne County.  Devine’s marble was 

described as being fine grained and almost perfectly white with very little veining.  It became a 

competitor for the heavily veined white Indian Diggings Marble.   Blocks of the white marble 

from Devine’s shop were shipped to San Francisco and New York for exhibition. 

 

The discovery of P.J. Devine’s white marble quarry in Tuolumne County about 1860 caused the 

cost of marble used for monumental work  to come down so that people of modest means could 

also purchase marble monuments.   

 

Since that time, many other white marble quarries have been operated near Columbia, in 

Tuolumne County, although today the marble is quarried for aggregate and industrial mineral 

uses rather than dimension stone.   

 

 



 

 

 
 

Marble quarry north of Columbia, 

Tuolumne Co., ca. 1948 

 
The Bell Marble Quarry located in the 

Marble Quarry R.V. Park, Columbia, 

Tuolumne County 
(Photo by Peggy B. Perazzo, ca. 1998) 

 

 

 

 

One of the old abandoned Columbia white marble quarries, Tuolumne County (circa 1998) 

 



 

 

   

 

 

 

Portion of the Columbia Cemetery, Tuolumne County 

 
The Owen Fallon cemetery stone 

probably made with Columbia marble 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Howard cemetery stone, 

probably made out of Columbia marble 

 

 



 

 

Although California marble was available in the 1860s, most of the marble that was used in San 

Francisco was imported from Italy or New York.  At that time, it was more economical to 

transport raw marble blocks from Genoa, Italy, from the Carrara marble quarries (including 

transshipment in France) than it was from the foothills of California, which was less than 100 

miles from either Stockton or Sacramento.  

 

 
One of the Vermont Marble Co. quarries at 

Proctor, Vermont  
(image by the Philadelphia Museum) 

 
 

“Marble quarries of Ravaccione, at Carrara,” 

Italy, Engraving from a late 1800’s magazine 
 

 

The high cost of transporting marble from the interior of California to San Francisco gave 

imported marble from the eastern United States and the Carrara marble quarries in Italy a 

monopoly of the markets along the California coast.  But all the factories in towns above 

Sacramento, Marysville, and Stockton used the California marble because it was cheapest at 

those places.   

 

According to Resources of the Pacific Slope, by John Ross Browne in 1869, pp. 243: 
 

“Indian Diggings. – This quarry is located on the limestone belt, above referred to, in El 

Dorado county.  It was opened in 1857.  A considerable quantity of marble has been 

taken from it, darkly and coarsely marked with gray and black.  It is very beautiful in 

large masses, but has a smeary appearance in small pieces; it is susceptible of a high 

polish, which it retains well.  Monuments, after exposure for 10 years to the heat and cold 

peculiar to the foot hills of California, are as bright and glossy on the surface and edges 

as when erected....” 

 

“...The owners of the quarry at Columbia pay $10 per ton for hauling their marble to 

Stockton when the roads are good, but from $12 to $15 per ton during the winter, with an 

addition of $2 per ton from that place to San Francisco by water.  The expenses for 

transportation are still higher from the Indian Diggings quarry....” 



 

 

In the early 1860s, Sacramento monumental companies were competing with stone works in San 

Francisco, Stockton, Sonora, Petaluma, Santa Cruz, San Jose, Downieville, Folsom, and other 

places.  At that time, about 1,000 men were employed in California quarrying, transporting, and 

working marble. 

 

When the Transcontinental Railroad was completed in 1869, marble blocks and monuments were 

then transported to California by railroad causing more competition between the California and 

imported marbles.  Indian Diggings Marble, with its heavy veins, was no longer seen as the 

favored color of marble because people had access to the less expensive clear white marbles of 

Columbia, the eastern U.S. States, and Italy by either ordering through the catalogs or buying 

monuments in local shops that had been shipped from outside of California. 

 

Israel Luce and Andrew Aitken ended their partnership in 1879, at which time they both opened 

competing monumental shops in Sacramento.  By 1880, one advertisement indicated that  Israel 

Luce & Co. offered “California and Scotch granites, (and) Italian, Vermont and California 

marbles.”  Luce’s business employed 4 men and imported 40 tons of Vermont marble and 15 

tons of Italian marble.  Luce continued to be involved in the stone quarrying business. 

 

By 1883, the following was reported about the Indian Diggings marble quarry (from Historical 

Souvenir of El Dorado County, California, compiled by Paolo Sioli, 1883, pp. 96.   

Marble. 

“Numerous are the ledges of marble, and just as numerous are the different varieties of 

marble, of all colors and grains, that have been discovered in the some parts of El Dorado 

county.  Only a few of them have been worked to such an extent that an estimate about 

their value could be given…Prominent among these is, because it is the only one that 

has been worked sufficient to justify an estimate, the marble ledge at Indian 

Diggings.  It was opened about ten years ago, by Messrs. Luce & Aiken, of Sacramento, 

who were the first owners.  They erected saw-works in 1876 or 1877, and, after these had 

been destroyed by fire, a large marble-mill was erected with four gangs of saws, run by a 

ten-horse-power engine, which has been successfully worked during the favorable season 

of the year.  The marble of this quarry is of beautiful texture, and inexhaustible in 

quantity, and by competent judges has been pronounced as fine, as susceptible of a high a 

polish, as the best Italian.  The marble is used for mantle-pieces, for grave stones and 

other monuments – a very limited use, as long as we call a big lumber box inhabited by 

human beings, a mansion.” 

 

 

  



 

 

Another marble quarry that Israel Luce helped to develop and which could have provided marble 

for use for cemetery stones in Sacramento in the late 1880s was the Inyo Marble Company’s 

“Inyo Marble.”  The color “Inyo Marble” from pure white, yellow, browns, and some veined. 

 

In September, 1885, Mr. Israel Luce was employed as superintendent of the Inyo Marble 

Company.  The members of the Carson and Colorado Railroad Company requested that Luce 

investigate the marble deposits known to exist in Owen’s valley at the base of the Inyo 

Mountains.  The Inyo Marble quarries were eventually opened, and Luce established a marble 

yard near the quarries.  

 

The Inyo marble quarries are located near the town of Lone Pine in Inyo County.   While the 

stone was marketed as “Inyo Marble.”  In 1887 and 1888, Inyo marble was displayed and won 

premiums at the California State Fair, so it was readily available for monuments beginning in the 

late 1880s.   

 

 
Location of the historical Inyo Marble Co. 

Quarries near Lone Pine 
(Photographs by Peggy B. Perazzo, 2010) 

 
Two of the present-day quarries on the property 

of the historical Inyo Marble Co. today owned and 

operated by F. W. Aggregates 
 

 
Piece of white dolomite once known as “Inyo 

Marble,” quarried by the Inyo Marble Co., start 

in 1886. Israel Luce, Superintendent late 1800s 

 
“Dolomite Mine” memorial of dolomite once 

known as “Inyo Marble (Peggy B. Perazzo, 2010) 



 

 

The Inyo Marble Quarries near Lone Pine in Inyo County 

 

Quarries are still in operation at the location of the old Inyo Marble quarries property today in 

Inyo County.  They are owned and operated by F. W. Aggregates.  The stone is not called 

“marble” today, but is only referred to as “dolomite.”   

 

Many movies have been filmed in the ghost town of “Dolomite,” which is located on the marble 

quarry property, and the nearby Alabama Hills west of Lone Pine.  (Photographs of the ghost 

town and nearby area are available on our web site in the Inyo County, California, quarry 

section.) 

 

Today the Inyo dolostone is used mainly for aggregate, although some of the white dolomite has 

been used for local monuments and signs.  (You can see photos of the Inyo Marble quarries from 

the past and as they look today on our web site at the link listed in the list of sources below.  The 

ghost town of Dolomite (where several movies have been filmed) is located on the F. W. 

Aggregates quarry property, and you can see photos of the remaining buildings in Dolomite at 

the same link below.)   

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

According to Leeanna Rossi, Israel Luce retired in 1898 and died later that year on October 11, 

1898 in Sacramento at the age of 74 of “heart disease.”  



 

 

____________________ 
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Headstones of The Gold Rush Era:  Sculpting Masterpieces in Marble, by Leeanna M. Rossi, Golden 

Notes Vol. 43, No. 3, Fall 1997, Sacramento County Historical Society. 

http://www.oldcitycemetery.com/ 

 

Indian Diggings, El Dorado County, Stone Quarry Section of Stone Quarries and Beyond web site. 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/states/ca/quarry_photo/ca-el_dorado_indian_diggings.html 

 

Visit to the Indian Diggings Cemetery and Indian Diggings Marble Quarry Area in the Summer of 

2003 (Photographic Tour) 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/states/ca/quarry_photo/ca-el_dorado_indian_diggings_tour2003.html 

 

Inyo County Marble Quarries on Stone Quarries and Beyond web site  (includes photographic tour) 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/states/ca/quarry_photo/ca-inyo_photos_2.html 

 

Historical California Stone Carvers, Stone Cutters, and Monument Dealers on Stone Quarries and 

Beyond web site. 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/states/ca/ca-stone_carvers/menu.html 
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Dealers on Stone Quarries and Beyond web site 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/states/ca/ca-stone_carvers/stonecarver_alpha_list.html 

 

Stone Carver Brochure on Stone Quarries and Beyond web site 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/states/ca/pdf_files/ca-stone_carver_brochure.pdf 

 

Cemetery Stones and Monuments on Stone Quarries and Beyond web site  (including old monument 

catalogs, magazines, samples, resources and references, and the “From Quarry to Cemetery Monuments” 

Section, etc.) 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/cemeteries_and_monumental_art/cemetery_stones.html 

 

From Quarry to Cemetery Monuments 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/cemeteries_and_monumental_art/quarries_to_cemetery_stone.html 

 

 

 

 


