
 

 

 

 

 

“A Turkish Rug of Marble” 
(In the Great Hall of Honor in Montreal Canada’s City Hall, ca. 1926) 

 

Stone, Stone Publishing Company 

Vol. XLVII, No. 4, April 1926, pp. 229. 

 

 
The article begins: 

 

“Slabs of stone, rough of surface, irregular in shape and fitted together in the crudest possible 

manner, formed the first floors in the huts and hovels of civilized man.  In the centuries that have 

elapsed since these early builders erected shelters from the elements for themselves and places in 

which to store their food stuffs, skins and other personal property, man has neither devised, nor 

Nature supplied a better material than stone for floors….” 

 

“The earliest examples of mosaic and tessellated stone work are encountered in Asia.  In the 

Bible (Esther I) reference is made to the pavement of red, blue, white and black in the palace of 

the King of Persia.  The Persians and the Assyrians were highly proficient in this class of 

work…The Greeks learned the art in and in turn gave it to the Romans…Prehistoric Americans 

in Mexico and in this country ornamented their temples with beautiful, even wonderful mosaics 

and designs….” 

 

“…That the ancient art is being revived, however, is evidenced in the pavements recently laid in 

the reconstructed city hall at Montreal, Canada.  Here the architects were permitted to give the 

Hall of Honor a pavement of marble that resembles in its every detail a great Turkish Rug….” 

 

 

 

 

This article, which begins on the next page, 

is presented on the Stone Quarries and Beyond web site. 
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(photo caption)  “Floor pavement of Turkish rug design in the Great Hall of Honor in Montreal’s 

reconstructed city hall.  This entire hall is finished in marble.”



 

 

(photo caption)  “Floor pavement of Turkish rug design in the Great Hall of Honor in Montreal’s reconstructed city hall.  This entire hall 

is finished in marble.” 


