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THE TABLET

The Tablet memorial, Egypt-
ian in its origin, is one of the most
extensively used types in the
present era. The principal char-
acteristic of 1t is an upright
slab mounted on a base, taller
than it is wide and of moderate
thickness. A pleasing proportion
to develop this effect would be
to make the overall height one-
hall again as much as the width
of the base across the front.
Thus an example of 4-0” width
of base would be 6-0” high.
A Tablet memorial is rarely at-
tractive if more than 7-0” total
height, and the die or upper
piece should not exceed 1-2" in
thickness from front to back.
In modest examples of this type
a thickness of 10” or 1'-0" is
ample.

The appeal of the Tablet me-
morial is essentially one of char-
acter and not one of mass. Its
lines should verge toward the
slender and graceful rather than
toward an impression of solidity.
It will be found that this effect
is better obtained if the die is
battered or tapered so that it
is narrower across the top of the
face than it is across the face at
the base. Battering on the face
and back is not necessary.

One or two bases may be used
in the tablet, but rarely is an
entablature or cap piece advant-
ageous. It may be borne in mind
that the use of an entablature or
cap in solid memorial not of an
architectural type is in most all
cases limited to the simulation of

the cover of a sarcophagus.

The Tablet memorial is best
adapted to mark a single grave
or a four grave lot, two spaces
in front and two spaces behind.
When best situated 1t is surround-
ed by other memorials of a lower
height such as the panel or sarco-
phagus types. In the case of the
approach to a cemetery lot being
down grade, a Tablet type is
preferable to a Panel, as its
height tends to offset the be-
littling of the memorial because
of its being below the level of
the eye.

Many of our American cemeter-
ies are so surveyed in either four,
six or eight grave lots that the
distance between the rows of
graves is quite limited. Much
of the present use of the tablet
as well as the panel types may be
credited to this arrangement of
space, for in each of these types
the required thickness from the
front to the back of the face is
not great.

Almost unlimited ornamenta-
tion is available for selection on
the face of the Tablet type. Care
must be exercised not to overdo
this feature. Usually a simple
wreath or sunk line will suffice,
although a more ornate treatment
may be offered if the client so
desires. Repetition of the orna-
ment of the face on the back of
the die is optional, and should be
governed by the visibility of the
back due to the location of the
memorial.
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