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The article begins: 

 

“Although India is wonderfully rich in tomb-stones erected by Rajahs, Maharajahs and other 

wealthy natives, many of these are in a somewhat dilapidated state, owing to the manner in 

which they have been treated by the ignorant peasants.  Most monuments are supposed to be in 

the care of chupprasies and there exists an idea that the guards are held responsible by their 

master should any harm befall the ancestral tomb.  But these authorities find that it pays better to 

allow their neighbors to carry off the stones for domestic and building purposes – to extract a 

baksheesh from the vandal – than to do their duty…It also is a common thing for the engineers 

and other native officials to remove sculptured stones from the tombs of their ancestors to mend 

their houses or the walls of their garden, whilst nothing will induce the black ruler of a state to 

spend a cent on repairing the monuments erected over the graves of his forbears.  But a few years 

ago a native of wealth and position, who had taken his degree at Oxford and who passed as a 

man of scholarly attainments, permitted an engineer to bolster up an embankment with part of 

the plinth of a beautiful temple on his property…. 

 

“It cannot be said that the British authorities set the native Princes a good example in the matter 

of carefully conserving the wonderful tombs entrusted to their care….” 

 

 

 

This three-part article, which begins on the next page, 

is presented on the Stone Quarries and Beyond web site. 
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(photo caption)  “Marble cupola and mausoleum of Prince Itimad-ad-Doulah at Agra, India.” 



 

(photo caption)  “Mausoleum of Akbar at Agra, India.” 

  



 



 

(photo caption)  “The Taj Mahal at Agra, India.” 



 



 

(photo caption)  “The Imambara, at Lucknow.” 



 

(photo captions)  “Tomb of Zana Ali, Lucknow.”  “Mausoleum of Emperor Hamaioon, Delhi.” & “Tomb of the 

Shah of Najaf, Lucknow.” 



 


