MINERAL RESOURCES OF THE UNITED
STATES, 1900.

Davio T. Day, Chief of Division.

INTRODUCTION.

The arrangement and scope of this volume are practically the same
as in the sixteen preceding reports of the series, Mineral Resources of
the United States. In accordance with the act of Congress approved
March 3, 1901, however, the form has been changed to ordinary octave,
and the whole is confined to one volume. Each report records the
development of the mineral industries of the United States since the
time covered by the preceding number of the series; the reports should
therefore be consulted together. Every chapter in this report is a
census of the productive features of the industry, as complete as pos-
sible with the means at command. The statistics of the production of
gold and silver are the work of the Director of the Mint, Treasury
Department, and are accepted as official. The statistics of the imports
and exports of minerals, which form an essential part of the volume,
- are obtained through the courtesy of the Chief of the Bureau of Sta-
tistics, Treasury Department.
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other well-established agency already exists by which the statistics are
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by them and the voluntary contributions of many local experts. The
names of the statistical experts who, acting under the authority of the
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affording much information concerning new mining enterprises, has
been largely drawn upon for prices, market reports, and new technical
processes.
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12 MINERAL RESOUROES.

As heretofore, the publication of this volume has been anticipated
to a great extent by the issuance in advance, in pamphlet form, of the
several chapters which compose it. Before the issuance of this vol-
ume all of the chapters, except those treating of a few of the minor
minerals, will have been so given to the public.

The following summary gives the principal statistical information
recorded in this report:

In presenting these statistics all unnecessary duplication has been
avoided. The coke product, discussed in the following pages, amount-
ing to 20,533,348 short tons, with a value of $47,443,331, is excluded
from the tabulation, as the quantity and value of the coal used in its
manufacture is included in the statistics of coal production. Similarly,
white lead, red lead, and litharge, whose average aggregate value for
the last ten years has exceeded $10,000,000, are not given in the table,
the base from which they are made being included in the output of
pig lead. Zinc oxide, or zine white, made directly from the ores and
consequently not included in spelter production, is tabulated. The
product of pig iron and its value are given in the tabulation as the
best means of presenting the statistics of production in the first market-
able condition. The value of brick and pottery clays, rather than the
value of the manufactured products, is embraced in the tabular state-
ment, although the statistics of brick, tile, and pottery production
are presented in detail in the report. Inflation of valuation and all
unnecessary duplication are thus avoided.



