ABRASIVE MATERIALS.

By EpwAnrDp W. PARKER.

BUHRSTONES,
PRODUCTION.

The use of buhrstones, or milistones, for {louring mills has almost
entirely ceased. Mills for grinding the coarser cereals, paint ore, fer-
tilizers, and cement rock continue to use the old-fashioned millstones,
bunt this trade is comparatively limited, and the manufacture of mill-
stones can hardly lay claim to existence as a separate industry. The
value of the millstones produced in the United States has not amonnted
to 230,000 in any year since 1839, and has exceeded #25,000 ouly twice
in that time—in 1807 and 1898 —when the revival in other lines was
reflected in a slight increase in the demand for millstones. The total
value of the millstone production in 1898 amonnted to $25,934, distrib-
unted among 17 producers, an average of about 1,500 each. Two of
these producers in 1898 were in Virginia, 2 were in Pennsylvania, and
13 obtained their supply in Ulster County, New York. The stones are
guarried from a quartz conglomerate rock, onteropping at several local-
ities along the eastern slope of the Allegheny Mountaing., The men
engaged in the industry are generally individual and independent quar-
rymen who, upon receipt of an order for one or more stones, take one
or two helpers, go to the hills and seleet a bowlder or blast out a piece
of rock which will eut to the desired size. When finished, the stone or
stones are haunled by wagon to the nearest rail or waterway shipping
station, and no more work is done until other orders are received. The
domestic product differs from the imported buhr, and when bulirstones
were more generally used in flouring mills the imported French or Bel-
gian bubir was considered superior to the domestic stone. For the
coarser work now done by them the American stones seem to be as
satisfactory as the foreign.

The millstone-making industry began to go down about twelve or
fourteen years ago. Importations fell off very sharply in 1883 and 1584,
and have amounted to as muech as $40,000 in only one year since 1884,
In the fifteen years from 1868 to 1882, inclusive, the value of the buhr-
stones, rongh and manufactured, imported into the United States
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