SOAPSTONE.

The amount of soapstone produced in the United States in 1893 was
21,071 short tons, valued at $255,067, In amount this was not mate-
rially different from that of 1892, when the product was 23,208 short
tmm, and considering the tendency to decreased production in 1893, this
is a fairly favorable showing. But in the value of the product there :
was a very notable falling off, decreasing from $423,449 in 1892 to
$255,067, a loss of $168,382, or nearly 40 per cent. This loss, however,
was not entirely due to a great reduction in prices, though they were
considerably depressed, particularly during the latter half of the year.
The greater part of the decreasein value was due to a larger amount of
the product being sold in its rough state as quarried. TIn 1892 the
amount sold rough was 1,560 tons, whereas in 1893 5,760 tons were
sold in that condition. -

Following is a statement of the production of soapstone in 1893,
showing the amount and value of the different conditions in which it
- was marketed. ‘

Production of soapstone in 1893,

e

Condition in which marketed. Short tons. | Valune,
2T PP s £ R, e F IS ST eyt £ nd T R LR 760 1, 600
Sawgﬂlntoslab R AP M s e S 5'104 ’54'400
Mnnnfactnredartioltea(al 7,070 124, 6o
Ground (b).. 8,137 75,467
e T e S b aLm 255, 087

a Includes bath and laundry tubs; fire brick for stoves, heaters, ete.; hearthstones, mantles, sinks,
griddles, slate pencils, and numerous other articles of everyday use.

b For foundry facings, paper-making, lnbricators, dressing skins and leather, ete.

¢ Exclusive of the amount nsed for pigment, which is included among mineral paints,

In the following table is shown the amount and value of soapstone
produced in the United States since 1880:

Annual product of soapstone sinee 7580,

Years. Quantity. | Value. Years, Quantity. | Value.
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~ Soapstone in North Carolina.—The tale or soapstone helt of western
North Carolina extends from near Hewitts, along the line of the Murphy
“branch of the Richmond and Danville railroad to Kinsey and beyond.
fl’hetalc is almost always overlaid by a eapstone of itacolumite or sand-
- stone and underlaid by marble or limestone. The deposits are inelined
to be “pockety.” One deposit at Valley river, 4 miles from Murphy,
30 feet wide at one place, but is stained with iron and gritty;
t is, intermixed with quartz grains and therefore not utilized. Mr.
- Titus Ulke, in a recent visit to this neighborhood for the Geological
- Survey, made the following observations regarding the mine of Mr.
I\ R, Hewitt, at Hewitts. They may be taken as fairly illustrative of
; business in that locality.
The mine is located on a hillside, from which the erude taleis lowered
a chute to a grinding mill having a eapacity of from 8 to 10 tons per
ay of ten and a half hours, Most of the product is ground, but some
k and pencil tale cut to order is also shipped. The blocks are
y 6 by 4 by 1 inch in size; the pencil tale is cut to about 4 by § by
ch sizes. During 1893 the mill was running continuously for abont
months only. The peneil and block taleis shipped in cases aceord-
to the amounts ordered; the ground tale is packed in sacks of 220
ds each, '
t the mill the erude tale is first passed through a “rumble,” i. e.,
mta.ry screen, 6 feet long by 4 feet in diameter, which removes the
 from the tale, and the dirt thus removed passes through longitu-
slits into a water spout which carries it away. The good talc
ning in the rumble is dumped into a car, from which it is fed into
tone grinding mill. The ground material is then hoisted to the
r above and emptied into a silk bolting eylinder. The bolted tale
wight in a dust-collecting chamber, into which it is drawn by an
sod centrifugal fan. The fine white ground tale is finally sent
automatic packer and filled into sacks, each holding 220 pounds.
er occurrences.—Soapstone oceurs in almost every State along the
tie slope; also in South Dakota, Arizona, and Texas, and along
y coast of California. It does not always oceur, however, in deposits
, can be profitably worked. In addition to North Carolina the
producing soapstone in 1893 were: Georgia, Maryland, New
pshire, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Vermont, and Virginia. This
not include the fibrous variety from Saint Lawrence county, New
y which is treated separately.
ous tale.—Gouverneur, Saint Lawrence county, New York, con-
furnish the entire product of the fibrous variety of soapstone.
neral is used almost exclusively as a filler in the manufacture of
um grades of paper, a small amount being nsed in making dyna-
“The product in 1893 was 35,361 short tons, valued at $403,436,
41,925 short tons, worth $472,485, in 1892, The year of largest
fion was in 1891, when an output of 53,925 short tons, valued at






