INTRODUCTION.

Scope—This is the tenth report of the series “Mineral Resources of
the United States.” It presents a statement of the mineral products
during the calendar year 1893, the industrial conditions affecting these
products and the recent additions to the knowledge of mineral deposits
in this country. Its scope is thus similar to the preceding volumes,
with the addition of more than the usual references to the condition of
the mineral industries in foreign countries.

Arrangement.—Tor convenient reference the metallic industries are
grouped. These are followed by the mineral fuels, the materials used
for structural purposes and pottery, abrasive materials, precious stones,
phosphates and other minerals contributary to the chemical industry,
mineral paints, and finally the commercial products of mineral springs.

Acknowledgnients—The statistics of production have been obtained
from the producers, except in isolated cases, where some other well
established agency already exists by which the statistics are collected
accurately. Thus, the statistics of the precious metals are collected and
reviewed by the Director of the Mint and the coal product of the State
of Illinois is collected by the Bureau of Labor. Similarly the statis-
ties of the iron and steel industries, collected by Mr. James M, Swank,
for the purposes of the American Iron and Steel Association, are here
accepted as authoritative, The report on anthracite coal is still pre-
pared under the supervision of Mr. John H. Jones, for many years
chief of the Bureau of Anthracite Coal Statistics, from the figures col-
lected by his successor, Mr. William W, Ruley. In addition to this,
many contributions of groups of statistics have been due to the cour-
tesies of State officials and individuals.
~ The names of the statistical experts who, acting under the authority

of the United States, have collected statistics from the producers are
given at the heads of the special chapters.

The technical press, besides affording mueh information coneern-
ing new mining enterprises, has been largely drawn upon for prices,
market reports, and new technical processes,

The statistics of imports and exports are all obtained from the
Bureau of Statistics of the Treasury Department, frequently by special
compilation.
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