INTRODUCTION.
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s the fifth of the series ¢ Mineral Resources of the United
ends the information contained in the previous volumes
lendar year 1887. The statistical tables have been
but with this exception only snch information as is
o the previous volumes should be looked for. Repeti-
ve matter has been avoided wherever possible, there-
mes should be consulted for complete information on

of arrangement in all the volumes has been observed as
sistent with the object of showing the changes constantly
the mineral industries. Where a sapplementary report
some subjects have been dropped from the list, while
dwelt upon at greater length. The methods of col-
atisties and the units of quantity adopted are defined in
volumes. The units are those in common trade use for the
ances treated, and are further explained in connection
. In cases of marked variance in trade usage, the
 to confusion have been adopted ; for example, the ton
is, in this report, called the “long” ton, and that of
e *short” ton, the terms “gross” ton and “ net” ton,
“common usage, being sometimes misleading; for instance,
ton of ore may be taken to mean a ton (of perhaps only
neluding moisture and where net ton might be under-
to the weight after deducting the tare of package, ete.
ts.—The names of contributors of special articles usu-
nection with the subjects treated. In so far as possi-
sources of information are noted in connection with each
h it is not possible to mention the many items which
ed by agents in the Pacific coast and Rocky Mountain
give in detail the proper eredit to the correspondents,
thousands, who have given much valuable time and cheerful
preparing answers to the heavy demands upon their time
'The statistics of imports and exports are, as usnal, taken
ts of the Bureau of Statistics of the Treasury Department.
“advance of the publication of the completed volume
statistics concerning the more important substances have
prompt publication in special bulletins, and grateful ac-
is due to the active co-operation in this effort given by
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