INTRODUCTORY.

* This volume contains a review of the mineral industries of the United
- ﬁt&'m during the calendar year 1886, The statistical tables contained

~ in the three preceding volumes of this series have been brought forward
o the close of 1886. With this exeeption repetition has been avoided

‘wherever possible, and the technical information here contained is sup-
 plementary to that already published. The four volumes should there-
 fore be consulted together.
~ Acknowledgments.—The names of contributors of special articles are
' 'ven in eonnection with the subjects of which they were given charge.
-~ In regard to sources of information, much valuable aid has been fur-
ed by the State bureaus of labor and statistics and by associations
nanufacturers. A large majority of the statisties resulted, however,
om applications directly to producers; and, recognizing the fact that
has become necessary for many of them to employ statistical clerks
~ to answer the demands made upon them for information from various
mpilers, it is gratifying to testify to the general spirit of interest and
y co-operation which makes a report of this nature possible.
~ Arrangement of matter—~The subject matter is arranged under the
- various mineral substances treated. For example, everything pertain-
mg to coal will be found under that head, except its bearing npon other
- minerals, to which cross references are made

- The time covered by the report is in general the calendar year 1886,

- except where the conditions of special industries have made other more
tural divisions of time. In consideration of the necessary delay in
blishing information from so many sourees, it should be noted that
tatements made by contributors represents their views shortly after
close of the year 1886, although later information has been ineor-
1 in the report in a few instances of important developments.
vanee bulletins giving the main facts concerning the more impor-
 industries were published as soon as the reports were complete.
Imports and exports.—The statistics of imports and exports are due
the courtesy of the Burean of Statistics of the Treasury Department;
embrace imported articles entered for immediate consumption,
the withdrawals from warehouses during the fiscal year ending
30 of the years mentioned.
units of quantity adopted are those most commouly in use in
the several industries. The ton of 2,240 pounds is in this report called
ya .,







