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Brief Historical Timeline California (1826 ï ca. 1914)  

1826 Jedediah Smith reached San Gabriel from the Mojave River in 1826.  (Smith was the first to complete the overland 
journey by any American to California.  After that, many people followed.)   

1834 Secularization of the Spanish Missions by the Mexican Congress.  (An Act for the Secularization of the Missions of 
California on August 17, 1833.)  

1836 Alvaradoõs òrevolutionó makes California autonomous.3 

1841 The first emigrant home seekers from the United States arrived in 1841, and larger migrations crossed the Sierra 
Nevada beginning in 1843.  

1842 First gold rush in California in 1842 on one of the San Fernando Rey de España Mission ranchos in northern 
Los Angeles.  Lasted four years.  (See account of the San Fernando Rey de España Mission for more 
information.)  

1847 Commodore John D. Sloat took possession of California for the United States; and òJohn Charles Fremont éMarched a 
battalion to Los Angeles to secure the province.  By January 1847, the conquest was complete.ó 1 

1848 James Marshall discovered gold at Sutterõs Mill in Coloma.  (In January 1848, James Marshall, who was constructing a 
saw mill for John Sutter at Coloma, discovered gold beginning a wave of migration from the eastern part of the United 
States and other countries.  The 1848 discovery of gold caused great population shifts both in the U.S. and other 
countries.)  

1849 California state government was organized in late 1849.  

1850 Congress granted statehood in 1850.   
1856-1876 In 1856 the Sacramento Valley line to Folsom, the first railroad in California, was built.  Between 1865 and 1868, the 

Central Pacific worked to construct a road across the Sierra Nevadas so the line could meet the Union Pacific in Utah.  
The rails of the òFirst Transcontinental Railroadó were joined on May 10, 1869, although it was not considered official 
completed until November 6, 1869. 2  In 1876, the Southern Pacific later built south to Los Angeles and then onto Texas. 1 

&  2 

1869 University of California chartered 3 

  Depression in California 3 

1891 
 

Stanford University opened 3 

 

1. Rand McNallyôs Pioneer Atlas of The American West, Rand McNally & Co., 1969 ed., pp. 16. 

2. ñTranscontinental Railroad,ò on Wikipedia   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transcontinental_railroad 

3. California:  An Interpretive History, James J. Rawls and Walton Bean, 7th ed., 1998. 

4. ñMission San Diego de Alcalá,ò on Wikipedia   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_San_Diego_de_Alcal%C3%A1 

5. The California Missions:  A complete pictorial history and visitorôs guide, Elizabeth L. Hogan, Ed., Sunset Publishing 

Corp., Menlo Park, California, 7th ed., 1993, pp. 178.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transcontinental_railroad


Dimension Stone in California 

According to Mineral Resources of California,1 the dimension stone is defined as: 

 

ñThe term ñdimension stoneò is applied to natural stone that is cut to definite size and shape and includes cut, carved, and 

roughhewn blocks of building stone, paving blocks, curbing, flagging, and cut and polished monumental stone.1 p. 400   

 

Dimension stone is divided by usage:  Building stone, monumental stone, paving stone, curbing, and flagging. 

 

Several of our historical California stone quarries began as dimension stone quarries while today only aggregate of industrial 

minerals are quarried.  For example, the historical Inyo Marble Company dolomite quarries near Lone pine only produces 

aggregate, and the historical marble quarries near Columbia only produce industrial minerals.   

 

Todayôs presentation will  mainly focus on Californiaôs historical stone quarries. 



Map of Principal Sources of Dimension stone in California 
Mineral Resources of California, Bulletin 191, State of California Division of Mines and Geology, San Francisco, 1966, pp. 402. 



Brief History of Stone Quarrying in California   

Before 1850 very little stone was used for construction purposes in California. 

   

Due to many buildings damaged or destroyed by fires and the great increase in population in California led by the 1848 gold rush 

and people coming to California from other parts of the United States and other countries, stone became more desirable to use for 

permanent bridges, public buildings, and all-weather streets.3   

 

The mass migration of men who converged on the gold fields cam from all over the world, and each of these nationalities left 

marks in the names, the architecture, the food, and their way of life that they brought with them.  ñMexicans came early and 

South Americans followed.  Chinese and Australians cross the Pacific.  Argonauts hastened westward from England, Wales, 

Scotland, Ireland.  Cornishmen and Frenchmen jostled Germans and Italians in the rush for the diggings.ò7 p. 16  The gold rush 

opened the era of modern mining.7 p. 17 

 

The 1848 California gold rush was the first modern international gold rush, it caused a redistribution of populations produced not 

only in the United States but in many other parts of the world.  Colonization of the West was hastened due to the expansion of the 

agricultural frontier brought on by the need for a stable food supply in the gold area.  The increased colonization brought about 

the partial elimination of the Indians as the desire for western lands increased.  The primary significance to the world of George 

Marshallôs discovery of gold at Sutterôs Mill  was the redistribution of population with the resulting problems and the general 

increase of money that was put into circulation.7 p. 17 

 

Exploration of Californiaôs Gold Rush Area in search for gold also led to discoveries of other mineral resources:  Silver, some 

platinum and even a few diamonds, tungsten, copper, lead, zinc, manganese, chromite, iron, limestone, dolomite, clay, lignite, 

sand, graven, slate, and building stone.7 p. 21 

 

Dimension stone quarry in California occurred early in Californiaôs history. While people always used stone from local rock 

outcrops, early commercial quarries were operating as early as 1854 in Monterey, in Monterey County, and at Point Reyes in 

Marin County.   

 



In 1856 the granite quarries at Folsom in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada were the first recorded development of stone 

resources in California following the Gold Rush.5  The heaviest producer of granite was at Folsom State Prison where they 

quarried granite for dimension stone, riprap, and crushed granite ï all produced by prison labor for many years.5  Between 

1888 and 1890, much of the granite at Folsom Prison was used for prison construction.  Folsom Prison granite was also used 

to build the dam, canal, and the first electric-power plant in central California.  The Southern pacific Railroad used the 

Folsom Prison granite for ballast.5 

 

ñThe first marble worked in the state was by E. R. Roberts of Stockton, who established a marble yard at Columbia, in 

Tuolumne co., in 1857.  A block of this stone was taken out and dressed for the (interior of the) Washington monument in 

that year.(See next slide.)  The material for Broderickôs monument came from Columbia.  These works, probably on account of 

the cost of transportation at that period, were closed; but there was a rediscovery of marble in the same locality in 1865, and 

again in 1868, according to the ñHistory of Californiaò section of The Works of Hubert Howe Bancroft, 1890.8 

 

Brief History of Stone Quarrying in California (Contd.)  



Present-day Photo of the Washington Monument 

 Located in Washington, D.C. 
 

 from Wikipedia. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Monument 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Monument


(*   Donations of  the 193 Commemorative Stones for the Interior  Walls of the Washington Monument:  (Below is an 

excerpt from the Wikipedia article, ñWashington Monument,ò describing the 193 commemorative stones donated for use on 

the interior wall of the National Monument as a fund raiser which began in 1849.  You can read about and view the individual 

stones in the ñWashington Monument Stonesò album or slideshow.  The Washington Monument:  A Technical History and 

Catalog of the Commemorative Stones is also available in pdf on the National Park Service web site.) 

 

ñConstruction continued until 1854, when donations ran out. The next year, Congress voted to appropriate $200,000 to 

continue the work but rescinded before the money could be spent.  This reversal came because of a new policy the 

society had adopted in 1849.  It had agreed, after a request from some Alabamians, to encourage all states and 

territories to donate commemorative stones that could be fitted into the interior walls.  Members of the society 

believed this practice would make citizens feel they had a part in building the monument, and it would cut costs by 

limiting the amount of stone that had to be bought.  Blocks of Maryland marble, granite and sandstone steadily 

appeared at the site. American Indian tribes, professional organizations, societies, businesses and foreign nations 

donated stones that were 4 feet by 2 feet by 12ï18 inches (1.2 m by 0.6 m by 0.3 ï 0.5 m).  One stone was donated by 

the Ryukyu Kingdom and brought back by Commodore Matthew C. Perry, but never arrived in Washington (it was 

replaced in 1989).  Many of the stones donated for the monument, however, carried inscriptions which did not 

commemorate George Washington.  For example, one from the Templars of Honor and Temperance stated  óWe will  

not buy, sell, or use as a beverage, any spiritous or malt liquors, Wine, Cider, or any other Alcoholic Liquor.ô  It was 

just one commemorative stone that started the events that stopped the Congressional appropriation and ultimately 

construction altogether.  In the early 1850s, Pope Pius IX contributed a block of marble.  In March 1854, members of 

the anti-Catholic, nativist American Party ï better known as the óKnow-Nothingsô ï stole the Popeôs stone as a protest 

and supposedly threw it into the Potomac (it was replaced in 1982).  Then, in order to make sure the monument fit  the 

definition of óAmericanô at that time, the Know-Nothings conducted an election so they could take over the entire 

society.  Congress immediately rescinded its $200,000 contribution.ò 

 

In the 1860s, quarries were opened on Angel Island in the San Francisco Bay where they quarried a bluish sandstone; and 

basalt was being quarried and produced near Petaluma in Sonoma County.5 

 

During the 1880s and 1890s a light brown sandstone was quarried at Benicia in Solano County and near San Jose in Santa 

Clara County.  Quarries located near Alameda, Livermore, and Hayward in Alameda County produced sandstone in colors 

other than the light brown produced at Benicia.5 

   

Brief History of Stone Quarrying in California (Contd.)  
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Brief History of Stone Quarrying in California (Contd.)  

By 1882, many quarries in California were producing stone in competition with stone from the east coast of the U.S. and from 

other countries.  The cost of transportation tended to prevent a larger use of the California product.  At that time, the cost of 

transporting stone from almost any one of the quarries in California to San Francisco was greater than the cost transport the 

stone from Italy to the same point.  About 1882, large amounts of granite was used for curbing the sidewalks and street-

crossings in San Francisco and some of the other large towns.  During this time, granite was extensively quarried at Folsom 

and Natoma in Placer County, and at Rocklin and Penryn in Placer County.4 

 

During the early 1900s, stone was used in substructures, such as foundations and basements, almost universally, although 

wood, brick, and iron was frequently being substituted for stone in superstructures.  Also during this time period, stone was 

still widely used for breakwaters, bridge abutments, culverts, curbing, fences, flagstone, hitching posts, macadamizing, paving 

blocks, piers, retaining walls, reservoirs, sewers, and sluiceways.  Stone for monuments was generally obtained from states in 

New England, Indiana, Georgia, or Europe, although the transportation was costly. This book was published in order to 

educate people as to the many active stone quarries located throughout California.3 p. 14 

 

By 1906 when The Structural and Industrial Materials of California was published by the California State Mining Bureau, 

government and businesses wanted to encourage the use of California stone.  In this book Lewis Aubury, State Mineralogist 

wrote that there had been a rapid increase in the building operations in California within the few years prior to 1904/1906 that 

caused a great demand for building stone, marble, clay products, etc. 3 



Stone California Counties 

Granite Los Angeles Sacramento  

Madera San Bernardino 

Nevada San Diego 

Placer Tuolumne 

Riverside Tulare 

Limestone Amador Monterey 

Calaveras Placer  

Colusa Riverside 

Napa San Bernardino 

Santa Barbara Inyo 

Butte Santa Cruz 

El Dorado Santa Clara 

Contra Costa Shasta 

Los Angeles Sonoma 

Kern Tuolumne 

Mono  

Marble Amador Inyo 

Riverside Tuolumne 

San Bernardino 

Sandstone Colusa Santa Clara 

Los Angeles Ventura 

Santa Barbara Yolo 

Slate El Dorado County 

Serpentine Santa Catalina Island San Bernardino County (as Verde Antique) 

Porphyry  San Luis Obispo 

Volcanic Tuff Calaveras San Luis Obispo 

Napa Sonoma 

List of the Stones Quarried in California as of 1906  



The 1906 The Structural and Industrial Materials of California also continued the photograph of a composite arch that had 

been shipped to the St. Louis Exposition held in St. Louis, Missouri.  The arch was constructed from representative state 

stones and clay products.  I have not been able to track down much information on this arch, but the engravings on the 

blocks of stone that I can read are as follows: 

 

Columbia Marble Co., Rialto Building, San Francisco 

Folsom Granite, California 

From the quarry of Raymond Granite Co., Madera County, California 

Henry Gervais, Manufacturer of Terrazzo Marble 

Los Angeles Timesé. 

Rocklin Granite Co., Rockland, Cal. 

San Diego Countyé. 

Brief History of Stone Quarrying in California (Contd.)  



ñComposite Arch , constructed of California granite, sandstone, marble, terra cotta, 

slate, tiling, pressed and glazed brick, at the St. Louis Exposition, under the direction 

of Lewis E. Aubury, State Mineralogist.ò  (frontispiece)  



u t 

u t 

Granite Quarries in California  



Granite Quarries in California  

In this presentation, I will  cover just a few of the most productive or historically noteworthy granite quarries in California, 

although there are many more.  ( If  you are interested in learning more about the California granite quarries, you will  find 

many of the California quarries listed on our web site in the California counties portion of our Stone Quarries and Beyond 

web site.) 

 

In The Structural and Industrial Materials of California published in 1906, the term ñgraniteò was defined in the ñstone tradeò 

to include all the massive crystalline igneous rights.  Sometimes the following igneous rocks were described by that term:  

Syenite, diorite, diabase, gabbro, and peridotite.  California granites are mostly considered true granites.  In 1902 California 

was sixth in the list of granite-producing states.3, p. 23  
 

Below is the description of the granite quarries and quarry districts in California circa 1906: 
 

ñGranite and the closely associated granitic rocks (granolites) form part of the Gavilan and Santa Lucia ranges of the 

coast south of San Francisco bay; farther south they form the principal part of the mountain ranges in the western part 

of southern California, connecting with the large exposure of granitic rocks of the Sierra Nevada range, which runs 

from Tehachapi northward to the recent volcanics, in Lassen County.  Considerable exposures of granitic rocks are 

also found in northwestern California in the eastern portion of the Klamath mountain region. 
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Map of California Showing Area of Granite Outcropings.  



ñAcademy Blackò Granite Quarry,  

Northwest of Clovis, Fresno County, California  



Academy Granite Quarry,  

Northwest of Clovis, Fresno County, California 

The Academy Granite Quarry is located northwest of Clovis.  The quarry was opened in 1903,13 and today it is owned and 

operated by Cold Spring Granite Company of Minnesota, a company that has been in business over 100 years.  When Pat 

and I visited the Raymond Granite Quarry in Madera County in 1998, we learned that the ñBlack Academyò Granite was 

sent to the Raymond Granite Quarry facilities to be processed. 

 

In the 1906 California State Mining Bureau report, the author stated that the granite quarried from the Academy quarry was 

described as ña dark, medium-grained granite, and is quarried from large boulders.  Its dark color makes it a pretty trimming 

stone for structures of other stones.ò3, p. 26   

Another description of the Academy granite made about 1914 states that it ñis a dark, hornblende diorite, but locally called 

óblack granite.ôò  It is also described as being harder than the lighter colored granite quarried at the Raymond Granite Quarry 

in Madera County making it more expensive to cut.  The Academy granite is described as follows:  ñThe color permits of a 

fine contrast of polished and unpolished surfaces, which makes it excellent for monumental and decorative purposes.ò  In 

1914, the quarry is described as ñlarge, rounded boulders of disintegration, the quarry cut being as yet shallow (circa 1914).  

On the eastern edge of the property, the granite was found to be darker than on the western edge.  In 1914 pneumatic tools 

were being used with the power being furnished by distillate engines.  Dressing and polishing was done in the sheds at the 

quarry except the stone that was sent to dealers in the rough.  Circa 1914, the Academy granite was hauled by wagon to 

Clovis.  This report noted that the quarry had not been very active in 1913, although business had picked up a little in 1914.  

Ten men were employed at the quarry in 1914.  The stone cutters were paid $5 per day and the quarrymen $3 per day.  The 

largest block of granite that was shipped from the Academy quarry weighted 16,800 as of 1914.13 

(1903-Present Day) 

Quarry operations continue producing  

ñBlack Academyò granite; Owned by Cold Spring Granite 

http://www.coldspringgranite.com/
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 In the quarry of Academy Granite Company,  

near Academy, Fresno County13 

Block of stone (13,280 pounds)  

from Academy Granite Company,  

Fresno County13 



The Raymond Granite Companyôs Knowles Granite  

&  

McGilvray -Raymond Granite Co. Quarries 



Madera County Granite Quarries in California   

In September 1904, there were only two large granite producers near Raymond in Madera County.  These quarries are located 

about 2 miles southeast of the village of Raymond, on a spur of the Raymond branch of the Southern Pacific Railroad.  These 

two quarries are about half a mile apart, on the east side of the valley.  These two quarries employed about 300 men and at times 

from 400 to 500 men.3, p. 28 

 

Madera County, which was created March 11, 1893 from part of Fresno County, which adjoins it on the south and west, the San 

Joaquin River being the boundary line between the two.  

  

The granite quarries in this area of Madera County were described as follows in The Structural and Industrial Materials of 

California (published in 1906): 3, p. 28-29 

 

ñThere is an extensive granite area covering many square miles in the vicinity of Raymond. Near the town is a 

hornblende biotite granite, but at the quarries there is almost no hornblende except an occasional crystal. In many places 

the granite is disintegrated to a depth of many feet, while over limited areas it outcrops firm and solid on the surface... 

The weathering of the granite is mainly by slow disintegration over the surface and along the joint planes.  There are 

very few of the round residual boulders so conspicuous in many places.  Most of the surface boulders are angular.  

ñAmong the many structures built of Raymond granite may be mentioned the new postoffice in San Francisco, which 

was furnished $425,000 worth, with only one small stone needing replacement; the Fairmount Hotel was furnished about 

20,000 cubic feet; the Dewey Monument, in Union Square; the Mercantile Trust Company, of San Francisco, on 

California street, and numerous others.ò  

 

By 1916, the Madera County granite quarries were described as:13 

 

ñThe well known Raymond granite quarries near Raymond, in Madera County, not only are and have been for a number 

of years the most important mineral industry of the county, but they are also an important factor in the stateôs 

productionéthese deposits of workable building stone are located in the western edge of the Sierra foothills.  There are 

two quarries about 1 mile apart, on the east side of a small valley, about 2 miles east of Raymond, which is the terminus 

of the Berenda-Raymond branch of the Southern Pacific Railroad.  Both quarries are served by spur tracks from this 

branch line.  It is now recognized that this stone is not excelled by any other building granite found either in this state or 

elsewhere.  It is noted for its beautiful white color, the fineness and uniformity of its texture, its weathering qualities, and 

its freeness in working.  As to this last named feature, it lends itself readily to all classes of fine structural carving.ò 



The Raymond Granite Companyôs Knowles Granite Quarry,  

Madera County, California 

(1888 ï Present Day)  

The Structural and Industrial Materials of California published in 1906 describes the Knowles Granite quarry as follows:2, p. 

30-32 

 

ñThe Knowles Quarry , operated by the Raymond Granite Company, S. E. Knowles, president, Tenth and Division streets, 

San Francisco, has been open for seventeen years (opened in 1888), and is well equipped with modern machinery for taking 

out and handling large quantities of stone.  The outcrop of the granite at this point is something like a portion of the surface of 

a huge globe, about 300 feet or more in diameter, partly buried in the earth. Where it projects above the surface it is almost 

entirely bare of any soil, vegetation, or other material.  It is apparently barren of seams, except the curved exfoliation seams 

parallel to the surface, and which are partly at least the result of weathering.  In places there are remnants of these layers of 

exfoliation only a few inches in thickness, but the underlying layers, which are the ones worked in the quarry, vary from 1 or 2 

feet to 25 feet in thickness. The quarry opening is on the northwest side of the sphere, and the quarry floor, which follows the 

foliation cleavage, is inclined from 20 to 30 degrees to the northwest.  

 

ñThe three large cutting sheds are located below the quarry opening, and an inclined tramway is run up to the quarry floor, 

down which the blocks are carried into the cutting sheds.  

 

ñHand and steam drills and the quarry bar are used in quarrying the stone.  The quarry bar is used for cutting out the sides and 

ends of the quarry and also for drilling the large blocks in cutting dimension stone.  

 

ñThe stone is easily split and has a straight, even grain.  It is split from the thin layers by drilling shallow holes and driving in 

wedges or plugs and feathers.  From large layers the blocks are split off by drilling deeper holes and using the Knox blasting 

system, which leaves an even surface.  The thickest layer exposed is about 25 feet thick, but most of that part quarried is much 

thinner, from 4 to 10 feet.  As the quarry opening is carried deeper the succeeding layers will  probably become thicker, that is, 

the joints will  be farther and father apart.  



ñNearly all the stone is cut and dressed at the quarry for building stone, or for monuments and cemetery work. After loosening 

the blocks from the quarry face and splitting them to the required dimensions by plugs and feathers, they are taken to the 

cutting sheds, where they are handled by steam-power overhead traveling cranes, and the surfaces are finished, either tool-

dressed, rock-faced, or polished, as is desired, by hand or machine.  The company has two of the heavy Barre granite 

surfacing and polishing machines and about ten of the lighter Concord surfacing machines.  There are also a dozen or more 

pneumatic and surfacing tools for surfacing and carving, besides a hundred or more stonecutters and finishers at work with 

hand tools.  

 

ñThe finished stone is placed on the railway car in the cutting shed and run down the inclined track to the base of the hill,  

where it is taken to market over the Southern Pacific Railroad. 

 

 ñThe stone is a biotite-muscovite light-gray granite, with biotite mica in excess of the muscovite, and an occasional 

crystal of black hornblende. It has a medium-fine grain and is remarkably uniform in color and texture throughout the 

mass.  Over the entire quarry area only one small dark blotch was observed. Some of the biotite crystals are 

idiomorphic, six-sided prisms.ò  

  

In the 1913-1914 Report XIV of the State Mineralogist, published by the California State Mining Bureau, the Raymond 

Granite Companyôs Knowles Quarry had operated by the Raymond Granite Company since 188 ñwith varying activity.ò  At 

the time of the field work for the report,13 

  

ñé175 men employed about the entire plant. The company owns some 1700 acres. About 5 or 10 acres are free of 

weathered overburden on a low rounded hill  (see panoramic photo No. 4A). The rock breaks to extensive fractures 

lying nearly parallel to the ground surface and from a few inches to 15 or 20 feet apart. Cutting of these immense slabs 

is done principally by wedges with a little powder used occasionally. A channeling machine is also employed.ò 

  

The Raymond Granite Companyôs Knowles Granite Quarry,  

Madera County, California (Contd.)  



Also according to the 1913-1914 report, as of 1914:13 

  

ñThe largest single piece reported was 4 ft. x 4 ft. x 40 ft., but much larger blocks could doubtless be obtained.  

The stone is completely dressed or carved at the sheds adjoining the quarry, where air-driven machines are used.  

The equipment includes 6 derricks with oil-burning steam hoists, 2 sets of saws, and overhead traveling electric 

cranes (3 large and 2 small).  Until February of this year (1914) oil has been used to generate power, since which 

time the San Joaquin Light and Power Company has been furnishing electricity.  The steam plant is still 

maintained as an auxiliary. The stonecutters received $5 per day for eight hours.  

  

ñMonumental and building stone has been furnished to many large structures, among which may be mentioned the 

San Francisco post office, Municipal Auditorium, the U. S. Sub-Treasury Building and the Fairmont Hotel; also for 

buildings at the University of California in Berkeley. Of the latter, the most striking example is the Campanile, or 

bell tower, a shaft of 34 feet square base and 305 feet in height to the top of the surmounting bronze lantern. On the 

front of the new U. S. Sub-Treasury Building in San Francisco are ten Doric columns about 4 ½ feet in diameter 

and 27 feet long, each in three sections.  As originally drawn, the specifications called for these columns to be 

monolithic.  The change was made because of the greater cost of handling.  As has already been pointed out even 

larger monolithic pieces than that can be obtained here. We were informed that the cost of cutting would be 

practically the same, but that the necessity of providing heavier equipment to handle them would have increased 

the cost $2000 for the ten columns in question, or $200 per column. It seems to the writer that it would have been 

money well spent, for the beauty of the building would have been enhanced many times.ò 

  

Today Raymond Granite Quarry actively produces ñSierra Whiteò granite, and the active Raymond/Knowles quarries are 

owned by Cold Spring Granite located in Minnesota. 

The Raymond Granite Companyôs Knowles Granite Quarry,  

Madera County, California (Contd.) 



Raymond Granite Companyôs quarry near Raymond,  

Madera County, California. Panoramic view of quarry from below.13 

Early Photographs of the Knowles / Raymond Granite Co. Quarry 



Raymond Granite Quarry, Madera County3, p. 31 

Early Photographs of the Knowles / Raymond Granite Co. Quarry 

 Raymond Granite Quarry, Madera County. 

 Showing use of quarry bar.3, p. 25  



Present-Day Photographs of the Raymond Granite Quarry  

owned by Cold Spring Granite 
(Photographs by Peggy B. Perazzo, 1998) 

Raymond Granite 

Upper Quarry ï ñSierra Whiteò Granite 

Raymond Granite  

Lower Quarry ï ñSierra Whiteò Granite 



Structures Constructed Using Raymond ñSierra Whiteò Granite 

Fairmount Hotel, San Francisco.  

3 Lower Floors of Raymond Granite.3 p. 33 

San Franciscoôs New Post office.  

Exterior of Raymond Granite.3 p. 29  



John D. McGilvray  & the McGilvray -Raymond Granite Companyôs Granite 

Quarry, at Knowles, Madera County, California  

(1897 ï 1938) 

The McGilvray-Raymond Granite Company, owned by John D. McGilvray, operated quarries in Madera County near at Knowles 

and Raymond.  According to a 1921 article in the San Francisco Article, McGilvrayôs five sons were also involved in the stone 

company, and they retained control after McGilvrayôs death in 1916.14   
 

The McGilvray-Raymond Granite Company operates quarries at Raymond, Madera county, at Sites, Colusa county, at Greystone, 

Santa Clara county, and at Lakeside, San Diego county.14   
 

In 1888 The McGilvray-Raymond Granite Company built the first skyscraper for Claus Spreckels in San Francisco, which 

remained the tallest building on the Pacific coast for many years.  The company constructed various stone buildings on the 

Stanford University Campus, one of which was the Stanford Chapel.  Some of the San Francisco buildings erected by the 

McGilvray company were:  the United States Customhouse on Washington and Battery streets, the San Francisco City Hall and 

Public Library buildings, the St. Francis Hotel, the Examiner and Chronicle buildings, the American National Bank building, the 

Courthouses of Sacramento, Solano, Kern, and Yolo counties, and the Commercial Insurance building on Pine and Montgomery 

streets.  The company was well known for designing and constructing some of San Franciscoôs most important memorials and 

mausoleums:  the M. H. de Young memorial in Holy Cross, the I. W. Hellman memorial in the Home of Peace Cemetery, the 

Hitchcock and Murphy memorials in Cypress Lawn, and the Musto and DeBarnardi memorials in Holy Cross.14 

 

 (You can read more about John D. McGilvray and his company in the Raymond/Knowles, Madera County, California, section of 

our web site.) 
 

There is an interesting story about McGilvray and A. D. Knowles told by John L. Morton, a Colusa County historian.  

  

McGilvray (the John McGilvray Stone Co.) owned the McGilvray sandstone quarry at sites, while A.D. Knowles owned the 

other sandstone quarry located just across and up the road.  Because the John McGilvray Stone Co., was more aggressive 

and the Colusa Sandstone Quarry run by A.D. Knowles went bankrupt, Knowles decided to move south to Raymond in 

Madera County, where he established a granite quarry.  After Knowles was running the granite quarry in Raymond for a 

time, he found that the John McGilvray Stone Company had purchased a quarry near his, so Knowles and McGilvray were 

once again in competition.  (The equipment from Knowlesô sandstone quarry at Sites in Colusa County had been purchased 

at the bankruptcy in 1916 for the Raymond granite quarry.) 

Raymond/Knowles, Madera County, California
Raymond/Knowles, Madera County, California
Raymond/Knowles, Madera County, California
Raymond/Knowles, Madera County, California
Raymond/Knowles, Madera County, California
Raymond/Knowles, Madera County, California
Raymond/Knowles, Madera County, California


Raymond Granite Quarry (left) & McGilvray  Granite Quarry (right)   

 

(Photos by Peggy B. Perazzo, September 2010) 

Below are present-day photos of the 2 quarries in Madera County that were producing large 

amounts of granite referred to in the California Division of Mines report of 1906. 



Early Photographs of the McGilvray  Granite Quarry  

McGilvray  Raymond Granite Co.,  

Raymond, Cal.   
(postcard photograph; early 1900s) 

General View of the McGilvray  Granite 

Works at Knowles  
 (postcard photograph; early 1900s) 

Area where the McGilvray  Granite Works  

was once located opposite the quarry  
(Photograph by Peggy B. Perazzo, September 2011) 



Early Photographs of the McGilvray  Granite Quarry  

Dressing a platform stone  

(size 21 feet by 6 feet by 2 feet)  

for the San Francisco City Hall. 
  

McGilvray  Raymond Granite Company, 

 Madera County, Cal.13 

Sculptural Carving, plaster model at right 

 for San Francisco City Hall. 

 McGilvray -Raymond Granite Company,  

Madera County, Cal. 




