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CHAPTER VII 

USES OF HUMMELSTOWN BROWNSTONE 

 

 Hummelstown brownstone traversed the gamut of the masonry trades from 

foundation to lintel, mansion to privy, bridge abutment to gravestone, skyscraper to 

curbstone, and so on for seemingly endless uses.  Moreover, its contribution to the 

various styles of American architecture included the Greek Revival, Romanesque, Neo-

Gothic, Eclectic, Art Deco, Tudor, and Queen Anne among others, for architects of 

various persuasions in many parts of the country were enamored of the stone.  Since the 

Pennsylvania Brown Free Stone Company’s early owners hailed from Philadelphia and 

Harrisburg, it is not surprising that these cities were the greatest consumers of 

Hummelstown brownstone.  Williamsport, a city that was taking advantage of its new 

found wealth in lumbering, also sported many fine examples of the product.  Marketed 

from upper New York State to Tampa and Orlando in Florida and as far west as St. 

Louis, Missouri, it made major contributions to the American building arts which are 

presently being recognized as worthy of being placed on the National Register of Historic 

Places or falling within the confines of historic districts designated by the National 

Register. 

 
Utilitarian 

 
 As has been mentioned, this brownstone first came to the notice of contractors in 

the area, particularly Harrisburg, when it was used for enlarging locks on the Union 

Canal and for bridges for the Lebanon Valley (Philadelphia and Reading) Railroad.  This 

railroad bridge built in 1850 at Hanover and Second Streets in Hummelstown is one of 

the earliest  
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G-1:  Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Bridge, Hummelstown 

G-2:  Walnut Street Bridge (People’s Bridge), Harrisburg 

 

stone railroad bridges in the 

United States.   

 Construction of the 

Walnut Street Bridge (People’s 

Bridge) across the 

Susquehanna River in 

Harrisburg began on April 12, 

1889, and a bit over a month later progress was halted by the devastating flood that 

wrecked havoc in the entire state (most especially in Johnstown).  The great number of 

bridges washed out by this torrent caused a shortage of building stone, so it was decided 
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G-3:  Foundation Detail – Blair Building, Huntingdon 

to continue the project by using Hummelstown brownstone for the piers in the east 

channel from Harrisburg to City Island.  So much did the demand for bridge stone 

increase that by August of 1900, forty stonecutters out of over one hundred were engaged 

solely in dressing bridge stone.  On January 20, 1996, another major Susquehanna flood 

collapsed sections of the Walnut Street Bridge in the west channel while those built of 

Hummelstown’s stone remained intact.   

 Foundations were a common utilitarian use of the stone due to its ease of shaping 

and its relatively high compression strength.  In fact rock that was considered to be of 

inferior quality was found to be satisfactory for cellar walls, and by November of 1886 

much of these “dumps” was shipped to Harrisburg for that purpose.  As a durable 

foundation material it was popular in industrial applications as well as for residential use.  

Railroad stations and control towers, banks, office buildings, etc. all utilized the material.  

 The foundation 

of the Blair Building in 

Huntingdon is a fine 

example of coursed 

ashlar blocks that have 

been rock faced.  The 

slight cant of the 

foundation wall and the 

subtle projection of the 

sills is well executed. 
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G–4:  Barn – Quarry and Woods Roads, Derry Township 

 The foundation for 

this barn at the intersection 

of Woods Road and 

Quarry/Waltonville Road is 

typical of many frame barns 

and outbuildings in the area. 

  

 An attractive feature 

of the foundation of the 

Pennsylvania Railroad Station in Harrisburg is the corbelled windowsills crowning the 

uncoursed ashlar masonry. 

 

  
G–5:  Foundation and Sill Detail – Pennsylvania Railroad Station, Harrisburg 
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G-6:  Side Entrance – Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Scranton 

 Steps were also fashioned 

from brownstone.  In the majority of 

cases these were executed with the 

purple brownstone because of its 

hardness.  The side entrance to 

Immanuel Baptist Church (now 

Houlihan - McLean Hall of the 

University of Scranton) is a prime 

example of this stone and its 

durability, for both flights of steps 

retain their sharp edges and little 

worn appearance to this day. 

 Curbing was a stock item of 

the sawmill.  It is fitting that the 

Walton plot in the Hummelstown Cemetery be surrounded with it. 

 Walls were 

frequently constructed 

of brownstone.  This 

section of wall in front 

of the Allen K. Walton 

mansion (currently the 

American Legion) in 

Hummelstown is 

G–7:  Walton Cemetery Plot - Hummelstown 
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interesting for its construction.  The low slung upright terminating the wall is fashioned 

with random ashlar 

blocks and capped with 

large, bold slabs while 

the wall itself is random 

rubble construction. 

 
G–8:  Wall  Detail –  
A. K. Walton Estate (now 
the American Legion), 
Hummelstown 

 
 

Brownstone Trim 
 

 As a means of adding dignity, solidarity, and interest to buildings constructed of 

less costly material, brownstone was used to trim many an edifice.  In such cases in 

addition to the foundation the lintels, sills, jambs, quoins, water tables, and copings were      

wrought of the stone.   

 At the turn of the century the growth of institutions of higher learning was 

increasing dramatically.  The Commonwealth had instituted its Normal School program 

and private schools also were expanding to meet the demand.  Millersville, Lock Haven, 

and Mansfield Normal Schools as well as the University of Pennsylvania, Gettysburg 

College (then known as Pennsylvania College), the Lutheran Seminary of Gettysburg, the 

University of Southern Pennsylvania (later rechristened Morrison Cove College), Stetson 

University in Florida, Lehigh University, Dickinson College, the Lancaster Theological  
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Seminary, Hahnemann College and its 

Medico-Chirurgical College, and the York 

Collegiate Institute all utilized Hummelstown 

Brownstone at one time or another.  In most 

cases it was as  trim to red or yellow brick 

buildings with the exception of College and 

Logan Halls of the University of Pennsylvania 

where the brownstone is used minimally as 

the capstone to the foundation but in pleasing 

contrast to the primary stone which is 

serpentine. 

G-9:  Main Entrance – North Hall, Mansfield Normal School (University), Mansfield 

G-10:  Hahnemann College, Philadelphia 
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G-11:  Detail – Brua Chapel, 
Gettysburg College, Gettysburg 

G-12:  Entrance Detail – Glatfelter Hall, Gettysburg 
College, Gettysburg 

  

 One of the most effective uses of Hummelstown’s stone and red bricks gracing a 

college campus is at Gettysburg College.  Here the York architect, John A. Dempwolf 

created three outstanding buildings sporting brownstone trim --- Brua Chapel (now the 

Klein Center for the Performing Arts), Glatfelter Hall, and McKnight Hall.  Throughout 

his career, Dempwolf called upon the resources of the Hummelstown pits, and in the 

process he and Allen K. Walton got to know one another quite well, for he eventually 

designed the new Zion Lutheran Church (Walton’s home church) in addition to a utility 

building for the brick plant.   

        Much of the $10,000.00 cost for the building of 

Brua Chapel was endowed by a former Pennsylvania 

Lieutenant Governor, J. P. Brua of Philadelphia shortly before his death.  The uncoursed 

ashlar foundation anchors the structure while the brownstone motif is repeated in the sills, 

arched lintels and the elaborate tracery around the door.  
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G-13:  McKnight Hall – Gettysburg College, 
Gettysburg 

G-14:  Entrance Detail – 
McKnight Hall, Gettysburg 

College, Gettysburg 

The Glatfelter Family of the Glatfelter Paper Company in Spring Grove, was the 

chief underwriter of the hall that bears their name, and they have funded three major 

renovations of the building since that time.  Even more imposing than Brua Chapel the 

use of the brownstone on the tower is unique, while the tiara crowned, serene head with 

its wisps of hair is one of the more gentle sculptures done by the artisans of 

Hummelstown. 

      

 Perhaps the outstanding feature of the 

eclectic, Neo-Flemish McKnight hall is its Italian 

Renaissance revival entrance.  In March of 1889 

through the courtesy and kindness of Mr. A. K. Walton, secretary of the 
Hummelstown Brownstone Company, Rev. Dr. McKnight enjoyed a visit 
to the quarry of these famous stones.  Mr. McKnight was wonderfully 
impressed with the magnitude of the works.  The doctor feels a special 
interest in the quarries from the fact that the new college buildings at 
Gettysburg costing well neigh one hundred thousand dollars, have been 
supplied with stone furnished by the Walton firm.1 
 

                                                           
1
 The Hummelstown Sun, March 29, 1889, Hummelstown Manuscript Group, Hummelstown Area 

and Derry Township Historical Societies. 
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G-15:  Dempwolf Signature Stone – Brua Chapel, Gettysburg College, Gettysburg 

   On those buildings in which he took special pride, Dempwolf placed a signature 

stone.2  This was comprised of a triangle, T-square, his initials, and the date of the 

building.  Brua Chapel and Glatfelter Hall bear such stones wrought of brownstone. 

 

In 1896 Dr. Henry Foster completed the building of his new sanitarium at Clifton 

Springs, New York, determined that it “should be a new fireproof building of the best 

construction.”3  His apparent preoccupation with fireproofed buildings may have been 

one reason that he chose Hummelstown brownstone as one of the masonry materials,  for 

                                                           
2
 Interview with Dr. Norman Forness, retired professor, Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pa., 

January 25, 2001. 

 
3
 Samuel Hawley Adams, Life of Henry Foster, M. D., (Canandaigua, New York:  Humphrey 

Press, 1984), p. 125. 
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G-16:  Clifton Springs Sanitarium, Clifton  

Springs, New York 

G-17:  Row Houses – West Franklin Street Historic 

District, Richmond, Virginia 

the company constantly emphasized that feature of the stone in their advertising.  

Although it is missing the original domes of the 

turrets and central tower, the building  

remains impressive.  Two features of the 

brownstone are a bit unusual, the monolith 

supporting the east portico is huge 

(approximately 13’ x 38” x 20”) thereby 

creating special problems for its shipment from 

Hummelstown to Clifton Springs, and the 

alternating trapezoidal cut stones defining the 

wall running the width of the front are unique.  

 

 Without a doubt, much of Hummelstown’s stone was used for building row 

houses in cities, particularly Philadelphia, but existing records do not verify any specific 

row developments with the exception of four houses in the West Franklin Street Historic 

District of Richmond, Virginia.  

Here can be seen a splendid 

example of Queen Anne row  

houses that are of brownstone on 

the first story and red brick 

above.  The bold, rock face 

masonry of the columns is 

interesting in that margins were 
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G-18:  Superior Avenue Entrance 
Detail – Arcade, Cleveland, Ohio 

Photo courtesy of Charlotte Cushing 

G-19: Old High School - 

Punxsutawney 

carved only on the vertical rise of the stone.  The newels on each house have alternate 

designs, and the capitals of each column are variants of the acanthus motif. 

 The Arcade building connecting Euclid and Superior Avenues in downtown 

Cleveland was the first of that city’s buildings 

to be placed on the National Register of 

Historic Places.  Completed in 1890 at a cost 

exceeding $867,000, it is comprised of two 

nine-story towers at each end connected by a 

glass roofed gallery of five stories.  Originally 

the entrances from both avenues were 

dominated by majestic Richardson 

Romanesque arches, but the Euclid Avenue 

entrance, unfortunately, was reworked in 1939 

due to the influence of the Art Deco movement. 

 The combination of yellow bricks and 

brownstone was popular at the turn of the century.  

Public schools were commonly built of this 

combination.  Unfortunately, many of these buildings 

have met with the wrecking ball due to the 

Commonwealth’s refusal to grant the necessary funds 

for modernizing an old building as compared to 

granting those same funds for a new building.  During 

the three years (1998 - 2001) that this author was 
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G-20: Entrance – Old Stevens High 
School, Lancaster 

G-21:  Abraham Lincoln School, Harrisburg 

making a photographic study of buildings utilizing Hummelstown brownstone, two major 

pieces of public school architecture were razed --- the Garfield High School in Pottsville 

(red brick and brownstone), and the High School in Punxsutawney. 

 If the edifice is structurally sound, and if the community has the will and 

dedication to save an architectural treasure, the old Stevens High School in Lancaster, the 

Girard School in Girardville, the Simon Cameron 

School in Harrisburg, and the old Mechanicsburg 

High School (all of yellow brick and brownstone 

construction) illustrate what can be done to recycle 

old schools in a positive manner, for all are now 

apartment complexes.  

 The Abraham Lincoln School in Harrisburg 

and the Broughal Middle School in 

Bethlehem have been in constant 

use since they were built. 

 However, the combination  

of yellow brick and brownstone was not reserved for schools.  The Empire National Bank 

in Clarksburg, West Virginia, with its rusticated, rock face stone and yellow brick is a 

testament to this combination of contrasting colors of material. 
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G-22:  Empire National Bank – Clarksburg, West Virginia 

 

 

 

                        

G-23: Clarke House - Williamsport                               G-24:  Nichols House - Leesburg, Virginia 
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G-25:  People’s Bank – Bluefield, West Virginia 

G-26:  County National Bank - Clearfield 

 The T. S. Clarke House in Williamsport and the Edward Nichols House in 

Leesburg, Virginia, well illustrate how yellow bricks and brownstone were used for 

residential building.  The bold keystone lintels and the double and triple columns on the 

porch of the Nichols house are particularly well done. 

 Where limestone was 

available, it too was widely used in 

combination with brownstone.  The 

Peoples’ Bank in Bluefield, West 

Virginia, achieves a dramatic effect 

with its alternating, horizontal bands 

of limestone and brownstone.   

 The County National Bank in Clear-field, despite its reworked roof, is impressive.  

Its Romanesque 

arches soaring the 

entire two stories 

of the building 

and the slightly 

thrust second 

story windows 

under-pinned by 

bold dentils work well with the contrasting colors. 

Albert D. Hermance of Williamsport erected a handsome limestone/brownstone 

mansion on 4th Street.  Details setting off this fine Queen Anne structure are the 
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             G-27:  Hermance House - Williamsport 

brownstone capital, drum, and base of the column on the side porch and the banding with 

its keystone lintels of the turret. 

  

Brownstone As a Primary Building Material 
 

 As impressive as many of the buildings trimmed in brownstone are, nothing can 

match the magnificence of those structures built primarily of brownstone.  Perhaps the 

most impressive extant building built entirely of Hummelstown brownstone is the 

Barbour County Courthouse in Philippi, West Virginia.  Erected in 1903 it remains a 

testament to the finest expectations that the public at large at the turn of the century 

wanted to see in their municipal architecture .  Crowned with a tile roof, the alternating 
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G-28:  Barbour County Courthouse – Philippi, West Virginia 

narrow and wide bands of rock face masonry contrast with the smooth finish of the arch 

and its Rococo embellishment. 

It was not unusual that wealthy men during the last quarter of the 19th Century 

chose brownstone as a matter of stating that they had arrived on the scene.  Sylvester 

Everett, Cleveland‘s first entrepreneur, built a huge mansion with Hummelstown’s stone.  

In her book, Showplace of America: Cleveland’s Euclid Avenue 1850 - 1910, Jan 

Cigliano describes it as having --- 

four foot thick walls and housed over 20,000 square feet on three floors.  
---  The mansion had thirty-five principal rooms and forty-five fire places.  
The great hall opened out to the living room, dining room, library, music 
and receptions rooms. --- The family’s second-floor living quarters and 
guest rooms included fifteen bedrooms and twelve bathrooms. --- Everett 
hosted such eminent industrialists as J. P. Morgan and Andrew Carnegie 
and a virtual pageant of presidents:  Grant, Hayes, Harrison, McKinley, 
Taft, and Harding.   
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G-30:  Livery Entrance – Reynolds Mansion, Bellefonte 

Completed in 1887, it was demolished in 1938.4 

 
Built in 1885 by Major W. F. Reynolds, a wealthy businessman, landowner and 

banker, this 

mansion in 

Bellefonte is an 

eclectic blend of   

Gothic, Italianate, 

and Queen Anne 

styles of 

architecture.  One 

of the outstanding features of the house, however, is the livery which was completed in 

                                                           
4
 Jan Cigliano, Showplace of America: Cleveland’s Euclid Avenue  1850 - 1910. 

G-29:  Everett Mansion – Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 
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G-31:  Reynolds Mansion - Bellefonte 

1893.  After establishing the W. F. 

Reynolds & Co. banking firm, he 

erected a bank of red brick and  

brownstone.  These along with the 

Gov. Hastings’s mansion and 

Petrikin Hall are fine examples of 

Hummelstown Brownstone in 

Bellefonte. 

   The Rev. Dr. E. J. Gwenn 

erected the University of Southern 

Pennsylvania in Martinsburg in 

1902.  Lack of funds caused the 

building to go into receivership and 

the empty shell remained uncompleted  for fourteen years at which time Edward Byers 

bought it and renamed it Morrison Cove College.  Astride the top of a rolling hill, it is 

impressive on its white foundation stones.  The random ashlar, rock face blocks are a 

straightforward statement with little adornment other than the two oval windows flanking 

the second story bay and the detail around the Romanesque arch of the entrance. 
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G-32:  University of Southern Pennsylvania (later Morrison Cove College) – Martinsburg 
Photo courtesy of Louis Weber 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Churches 

 This section deals specifically with churches for a number of reasons:  1) Of all 
 
structures built utilizing Hummelstown brownstone, churches have the best record of 

remaining intact and extant.  Perhaps congregations are less apt to raze a building as an 

expedient way of ensuring growth or perhaps they are more sentimentally attached to 

their church as compared to a school or bank.  2) Close upon the heels of the second 

Great Awakening in the United States, the years following the Civil War until 1913 saw a 

sharp increase in church membership and attendance which necessitated the building of 

many houses of worship.  This was particularly true of the Methodist, United Brethren 

and Evangelical denominations, but other Protestant denominations and Roman Catholic 

congregations flowered as well.  3) Some of the most impressive examples of 
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G-33:  Immanuel Baptist Church now Hulihan – McLean Hall 
of the University of Scranton, Scranton 

Hummelstown brownstone can be found in Churches, be it the primary building material 

or limited to the foundation and trim.  Despite the fact that many superb examples could 

be listed, the following section includes only two of the best within each denomination. 

Baptist Churches:                             

 Immanuel Baptist 

Church in Scranton 

(Houlihan - McLean Hall of 

the University of Scranton), 

was built at a cost of 

$136,000.00 in 1910.  

Church records indicate that 

the Hummelstown 

Brownstone Co. had to work 

to secure the bid for the 

stone.  In so doing an R. R. 

Pleam of the company wrote 

to the Building Committee of 

the church saying: 

Gentlemen, herewith I enclose a list of some of the churches built with 
Hummelstown brownstone throughout, furnished by the Hummelstown 
Brownstone Company within 20 years, and most of them within the last 6 
years.  Within the last five years there has been more Hummelstown stone 
used in churches east of Cleveland than any other one kind of stone in the 
country.5 
 

                                                           
5
 Letter of R.R. Pleam to the Building Committee of the Penn Avenue Baptist Church, Scranton, 

Pa., April 22, 1909, Hummelstown Brownstone Manuscript Group, Hummelstown Area Historical Society. 
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G-34:  First Baptist 

Church - Meadville 

 Edward Langley, architect of the church, prepared a fine description of the edifice 

for the congregation saying in part: 

The design of the church has been carried out in the Collegiate - Gothic, 
being an adaptation of the Gothic universally used in old Oxford and 
Cambridge in their ecclesiastical and university building.  One of the 
principal features is the lofty tower on the corner, over 100 feet high.  The 
sidewalls of the edifice are pierced by large, rich Gothic traced windows.  
The main walls terminate in a battlemented cornice, topped with enriched 
finials.  The building covers an area of 80 x 150 ft. and the entire building 
has been built of Hummelstown Brownstone. 
 

  

First 

Baptist Church 

in Meadville 

with its 

crenellated  

 

 

tower, large Gothic 

window and triune entrance is a bold 

statement of brownstone.   
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G-35:  Salem Lutheran Church - Lebanon 

Lutheran Churches: 

One of the outstanding architectural uses of limestone and brownstone is Salem 

Lutheran Church in Lebanon.  The Waltons must have thought highly of it for it is one of 

the churches that is featured in a splendid advertising booklet that they had published 

about 1910.  Gothic, Flemish and Georgian influence can be seen in this remarkable piece 

of Eclectic architecture.                              

 John A. Dempwolf was the chosen architect for the new Zion Lutheran Church, 

the Walton’s home church, in Hummelstown.  Having purchased much stone from the 

Hummelstown Brownstone Company, he certainly got to know Allen K. Walton.  If the 

masonry technique was Dempwolf’s choice, it is a bit unusual for the majority of the wall 

construction is random rubble.  However, completely girding the building is a row of  
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G-36:  Zion Lutheran Church - Hummelstown 

narrow ashlar blocks set on end that ties the random masonry together.  The tower is of 

coursed ashlar blocks, but even these (much like the foundation) have interruptions of 

rubble blocks.  When the congregation added a new church school in the 1950’s, stone 

was gleaned around the water filled quarries so that it would match the original stone. 

 

 

 

Methodist Churches: 

 The Hummelstown Brownstone Company provided stone for more Methodist 

Churches than for any other single denomination.  Most often designated as Methodist 

Episcopal Churches at the turn of the century, they are now generally called United 

Methodist Churches.                 
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G-37:  Mt. Vernon Place United Methodist 

Church – Baltimore, Maryland 

 The Mount Vernon Place United Methodist Church in Baltimore, Maryland, is a 

highly dramatic combination of 

brownstone and serpentine.  Its 

soaring, elegant spires and the 

graceful arch of brownstone 

embracing the rose window and 

crowning the triune entrance are 

among the finest examples of 

Hummelstown brownstone trim.  A 

plaque on the front of the church 

notes that it was on this site prior to  

 

 

the building of the church that Francis Scott Key composed our National Anthem. 

 Sarah Jane Johnson Memorial Methodist Church in Johnson City, New York, is 

one of the last major houses of worship built with Hummelstown brownstone.  

Completed in 1927, the year the quarries ceased operation, at a cost of $438,000.00 it was 

a gift of George F. Johnson of the Endicott - Johnson shoe empire and his brother C. Fred 

Johnson to their congregation in memory of their mother.  The adjacent church school, 

begun in 1925, is also wrought of Hummelstown stone.   
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Presbyterian Churches: 

 Presbyterian Churches were also making great strides in membership at this time, 

both in small towns and cities.  Since western Pennsylvania was one of the strongholds of 

Presbyterianism, the following two churches represent that denomination. 

The Third Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh is not only one of the grandest of 

Hummelstown structures, it has two rare features:  1) the brownstone is the primary stone 

while being trimmed with a light stone (the reverse is much more common), and 2) the 

interior walls of the church are also wrought in brownstone.  To get an idea of the grand  

scale of this edifice, note the person sitting on the wall in the lower left-hand corner of 

G-38:  Sarah Jane Johnson Memorial United Methodist Church – Johnson City, New York 
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G-39: Third Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh 

 the photograph.  All in 

all, this is a church 

deserving a significant 

place in Western 

Pennsylvania’s cradle of 

Presbyterianism. 

Brookville’s 

United Presbyterian 

Church faces the main 

street of the town 

revealing many 

interesting geometric 

components in its 

cylindrical wing and 

triangular main section 

flanked by towers of 

differing height.  As in 

many churches of this 

style, the foundation is 

built of coursed, ashlar masonry while the walls are random ashlar masonry.   
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The main entrance at the side of the church is impressive with its five arches and broad 

staircase.  The citizens of Brookville are aware of the treasure that is theirs, for the 

description of this church on their walking tour brochure describes it as a “Monumental 

structure, Richardsonian Romanesque in style --- and is the only building in Brookville 

built of Hummelstown brownstone.”6 

Roman Catholic Churches: 

 The Church of the Immaculate Conception in Johnstown is a superb statement of 

yellow brick and brownstone.  All the geometric components of the building fit well as a 

 

                                                           
6
 “Historic Brookville’s Walking Tour,” A brochure describing 26 buildings in the Historic 

District of Brookville. 

 

G-40:  Presbyterian Church – Brookville  
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G-41:  R.C. Church of the Immaculate 
Conception and detail of arches at entrance - 

Johnstown 

G-42: Corpus Christi R. C. 
Church – Buffalo, New 

single unit, and although the brick is the primary building material it serves well as a 

setting for the brownstone masonry.  The entrance with grotesques at each valley of the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Gothic arches almost appears as a triptych 

crowned by a statue of the Virgin Mary.  

 Corpus Christi Church in Buffalo, New 

York, had a grand brownstone Romanesque facade 

with clocks in both towers.  The bold arch of the 

entrance is a fine example of the stereotomy and 

stone carving that was done by the Hummelstown 

stonecutters.  The large coursed ashlar blocks 

below the water table are an interesting contrast to 

the smaller random ashlar masonry above the 

water table. 
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G-43:  Entrance, Corpus Christi R.C. Church – Buffalo, New York 

G-44: Zion United Church of  Christ – Spring Grove 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Church of Christ Churches (Reformed): 

 Not nearly so imposing as St. Paul’s Lutheran Church a few blocks away in 

Spring Grove (which also is built 

of Hummelstown stone), Zion 

United Church of Christ is, 

nevertheless, a good example of 

random ashlar masonry with bold 

rock facing used for a moderate 

sized building. 

 Although not specifically a 

church, the Lancaster Theological Seminary prepared countless ministers to carry out the 

work of the United Church of Christ over the years. The Lark Academic Building of this 

seminary, built in 1893 -1894, was once the major building on the seminary campus, and, 
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G-45:  Lark Academic Building, Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 

G-46:  Entrance Detail, Episcopal Cathedral Church of the Savior - 
Philadelphia 

without a doubt, it is one of Lancaster County’s finest examples of  Romanesque - Gothic 

architecture.  

 

Episcopal Churches 

The Episcopal 

Cathedral Church of 

the Savior in 

Philadelphia is 

problematic when it 

comes to identifying 

the brownstone as 

edifice was originally 

wrought of  
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G-47:  Entrance and Side Window 
Detail, 

St. James’ Episcopal Church – 

Leesburg, Virginia 

Hummelstown brownstone, but a fire resulted in stone being replaced, and it’s difficult to 

determine which is Hummelstown’s product.  Certainly the primary material is original, 

but much of the trim such as the Romanesque arch of the main entrance would seem to 

indicate that other quarries might be the supplier. 

 

The brownstone trim on St. 

James’ Episcopal Church in Leesburg, 

Virginia, is rare.  The narrowing trim 

around the windows and main entrance, 

as well as the extreme depth of the arch of the main entrance set this church apart from 

most. 
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G-49:  Civil War Monument - 
Hummelstown 

G-48:  Cemetery, Zion Lutheran Church - 
Hummelstown 

 The preceding list by no means includes all of the churches containing 

Hummelstown brownstone.  Nevertheless, it is a good representation of the various 

branches and denominations of Christian worshipers that called upon the resources of the 

Hummelstown quarries to make a memorable contribution to their houses of worship.  

Whether brownstone constituted the primary masonry material or merely the trim, it is 

evident that it added beauty and sense of material comfort and solidarity to the building. 

 

Other Uses of Hummelstown Brownstone 

 One of the earliest uses of Hummelstown brownstone was for gravestones and 

monuments.  This is also true of the brownstone first quarried in Portland, Connecticut.  

Since these outcroppings were often close 

to or on the surface of the ground and 

were easily worked, it was an ideal 

medium to mark someone’s grave. 

 To honor their Civil War dead the citizens of 

Hummelstown chose brownstone for the monument.  

Located in the Hummelstown Cemetery it dominates 

all surrounding stones and monuments. 

  The Penney headstone is one of the least 
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G-50:  Penney Headstone – 

Hummelstown Cemetery 

artistic headstones in the Hummelstown Cemetery.   Yet it is perhaps the most 

representative of the Victorian concept of mourning 

the loss of a loved one in the most explicit manner, 

be it an angel, a cloth-draped urn, a crucifix, or a 

dead tree. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

This pedestal for the large planter bears the 

initial “W” and was in the yard of Allen K. 

Walton.  

                                                                                                                                                       

 

Sundials were another 

form of garden art carved by 

the stonecutters at 

Hummelstown. 

  

  

 

G-52:  Sundial, Robert Fox House - Hummelstown 

G-51:  Urn, Walton Estate - 

Hummelstown 
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G-55:  The words “Heed” and “Speed” are crowned 
with bas-relief busts.  Mercury is certainly 

associated with speed.  Perhaps Athena is the other. 

G-54: Privy, Robert Walton House - 
Hummelstown 

 

The Hummelstown stonecutter could be 

inventive and imaginative with his designs as 

with this doorstop in the form of a low button 

shoe. 

 

 

Perhaps to indicate his wealth or 

simply using a material that was abundant, 

Robert Walton had a brownstone privy in his 

backyard.  Certainly the stained glass window 

was a touch of opulence not otherwise 

encountered in the small village of 

Hummelstown. 

 In 1896 George Alfred Townsend, a 

popular newspaper correspondent, journalist,  

 

and novelist, erected the Civil War 

Correspondents’ Memorial Arch on his 

estate Gathland just above of the village of 

Gapland in the South Mountain of 

Maryland.  Hummelstown brownstone 

frames the bold arch and plaques bearing 

G-53:  Low Button Shoe – 
Olena Collection 
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the words “Heed” and “Speed” are also wrought in brownstone. 

 Thus one can see that the 

uses for Hummelstown 

brownstone covered a wide rage 

from the most basic and utilitarian 

building stone to that of highly 

embellished sculptural medium.  

From foundation to gargoyle and 

bridge abutment to doorstop it was 

a material highly valued in the 

Victorian era. 

  

  

 

   

 

   

 

 

 

  

G-56:  Civil War Correspondents’ Memorial Arch 

Gapland, Maryland 


